Writing Essays

The College Board is adding anew section to the SAT test. 1t will first be given in the spring of
2005. It may be added to the PSAT a some future time. The board is requiring that the students
write an actud essay. Y ou are familiar with the concept from some of the Sate tests that you

take. However, do not assume that this essay will be as easy asthe state exams. 1t won't be! The
graderswill be looking for essays written on the level of the AP exams. The rubric they will use

to evaluate your paper is bascdly the same asthat used by the AP graders. They want your
essays to be well organized, to be fully developed with appropriate examples to support idess, to
have avariety of sentence Structures, to have a strong range of vocabulary, and to show

consgtent facility in use of language. (That means to use good grammar!)

The topics of the essayswill be varied, but you will have enough knowledge to write about them.
Do not be concerned about not having enough information to discuss. Y ou will have thingsto
say. The important thing to understand about this essay portion of the SAT isthat the College
Board isnot trying to find out how much you know about atopic, but rather, it istrying to
determine how well you can write. Y ou must remember that. Thistest isto see how well you
can write.

According to the College Board, the new essay section to be added to the SAT will be graded on
organization, development, and sentence variety. If you cannot write good sentences, it will not
matter if your paper is organized or developed. Organization and development cannot carry
poorly constructed sentences into awinning category. Writing good sentencesisthe key.
Therefore, we will begin our studies by addressing the issue of sentence variety. Always
remember, it’s not just what you say that isimportant; it’s how you say it.

In our language we have classified our sentence types as Smple, compound, complex, and
compound-complex. Y ou will be required to use al types of sentencesin your essays, but the
bigger issueis how you construct each of those types. That ishow you gain the sentence variety
that ETS wants on your essays.

In this essay section we will begin with the eight (8) parts of peech and learn to use those with
vaiety. Then wewill move toward very complex sentence structure, learning to write with
variety and clarity. Necessarily, you will have to understand the terminology used in this
ingruction. Some of the terms you will dready know. Some will be new to you. You will have
to study those new concepts.

This course will require homework. Thereisno way around that if you intend to learn the
materid and master the skills presented. The outcome will be that you learn to write well.

With that, let’s get started!
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Variety In
Sentence Structure

wordsthat modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs



Adverbs

|. Identifying adverbs

Description:

An adverb isaword that modifies averb, an adjective, or another adverb. It answersthe

guestions when, where, how, and to what extent. Most adverbs are made by simply adding—ly to an
adjective. Somewill have slight alterationsin spelling when the —y is added.

Adjective Adverb Adjective Adverb

quick quickly true truly
beautiful beautifully heavy heavily

awful awfully diplomatic diplomatically
slow sowly automatic automatically

Many other adverbs do not end in—ly. They still answer the questionswhen, where, how, and to what

extent.
When Where How
tomorrow here well
before there
then nowhere
never everywhere
ever somewhere

ToWhat Extent
not

SO

very

too

How tofind it: Look for wordsthat end in —ly. Most of those words will be adverbs.
Look for wordsthat tell when, where, how, and to what extent.

Instructions: Underline the adverbsin each of the following sentences. Some sentences may have more
than one adverb.

1

© o N o a b~ WD
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Have you ever seen that movie?

| have always wanted to go to France.
We saw the dog yesterday in the park.
She was too scared to speak.
Thechild tried to run away.

He jumped down.

| can easily pass that test.

Tomorrow we will go to the show.

Y ou can often see him taking awalk.
We looked everywhere for the lost necklace.
Heran quickly to the door.

She spoke softly to the child.

They were very tired after thetrip.
She was so brave to open the door.

| did not want to see that movie.

They will never change their minds.

She could hardly stand on her feet.
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I1. Beginning sentences with adverbs

Instructions: Rewrite the following sentences so that each sentence begins with the adverb. Simply move
the position of the adverb so that it begins the sentence.

Example | beganto listento him eventually.  Eventually | began to listen to him.

When you begin sentences with single adverbs, you may feel that you need to use acomma after the
adverb. There are no hard and fast rules about this particular construction. If you feel the sentences reads
better with acomma, putitin. If you don’'t think you need it, leaveit out. Thisisone of the few timesyou
get to make the choice based on what you feel asthe writer. Most commas follow very strict rules. With
introductory adverbs, it’s pretty much up to you.

1. Wearebeginning to make progressnow. Now

2. | will address that issue |ater.

3. Theman sat here and pondered the question of eternity.

4. Hewalked slowly along the beaten path.

5. Shedanced across the floor gracefully.

6. Westudied the material diligently.

7.  Heusually takes usto school.

8. Shebegan to gather her things quickly.

9.  Wedo not haveto go with you surely.

10. Hewould take awalk in the park occasionally.

[11. Adverbsfollowed by verbs

Instructions: Rewrite the following sentences so that each sentence begins with an adverb immediately
followed by the verb of the sentence.

Example | have never known anyone so smart. Never have | known anyone so smart.

1 | have seldom visited that museum.

2. We have often met with approval.

3. | have never seen such dignity.

4.  Wewill be successful then.

5. | havethought of you frequently.

6. | have met with disaster occasionally.

7.  Wedidleave quickly.
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8. | have never heard such nonsense.

9. Weweresddom ableto gotothefair.

10. We could understand only then.

V. Combining sentences with adverbs

Instructions: Combine the following short sentencesinto one longer sentence that positions the adverb at
the beginning of the sentence. Some words will have to be omitted and others will have to be added.

Example: We are going to college. Wewill go soon. Soon wewill go to college.
1. 1 will gotothemovies. | will doittomorrow.
2. | liketoread extrabooks. | seldom havethetime.

3. | haveadog. He seldom barks.

4.  Walk down that plank. Do it slowly.

5. Wewill get newsfrom the medical review board. Wewill wait anxiously for it.

6. Thestore hasanew location. Wewill travel to it soon.

7. Thecakeisin theoven. Takeit out carefully.

8. Wehaveto study theinformation. We will study diligently.

9. I will paintapicture. | will paint it tomorrow.

10. Therewasadoor prize at the party. | won it once.
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V. Creating sentences with adverbs

Instructions. Create sentences that begin with some of the following adverbs.

seldom often now here
gracefully usualy never later
dowly diligently then frequently
most anxiously too quickly surely

Note: Some sentences will have more force if the adverb isfollowed by a verb.

Example:  Seldom have we come to the same conclusion.

Never had he been so sure of his convictions.

Finish the following sentences.

1

10.

Seldom have we

quickly
soon
very cautiously

Gracefully the dancer

Slowly he

Now

Very cautiously

Soon

M ost anxiously

Never

Surely

Often
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Answersto the Adverb Section

| dentifying adverbs

1 ever 2.  adways
4, too 5  away

7. easily 8.  tomorrow
10. everywhere 11. quickly
13.  very 14. so

16. never 17.  hardly

Beginning sentenceswith adverbs

Now we are beginning to make progress.
Later | will address that issue.

Here the man sat and pondered the question of eternity.
Slowly he walked along the beaten path.
Gracefully she danced across the floor.
Diligently we studied the material.

Usually he takes us to school.

Quickly she began to gather her things.
Surely we do not have to go with you.
Occasionally he would take awalk in the park.

HBOONOOA~MWON P

o

Adverbsfollowed by verbs

Seldom have | visited that museum
Often have we met with approval.
Never have | seen such dignity.
Then will we be successful.
Frequently have | thought of you.
Occasionally have | met with disaster.
Quickly did we leave.

Never have | heard such nonsense.
Seldom were we able to go to the fair.
Only then could we understand.

BOONOOA~MWON P

o

Combining sentences with adverbs (Answersmay vary.)
Tomorrow | will go to the movies.

Seldom do | have timeto read extra books.

My dog seldom barks.

Slowly walk down that plank.

Anxiously we will await news from the medical review board.
Soon we will travel to the store’ s new location.
Carefully take the cake out of the oven.

Diligently will we study the information.
Tomorrow | will paint a picture.

Once | won adoor prize at a party.

BOONOOA~WON P
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Creating sentenceswith adverbs (Answersmay vary.)
Seldom have we driven that car.

Gracefully the dancer glided across the floor.
Slowly he walked to the corner.

Now we can work on our homework.

Very cautiously he peeked around the corner.
Soon the man came out of the building.

Most anxiously he awaited news of the outcome.
Never have | seen such courage.

Surely we are not alone in this.

Often have | thought of you.

HBOONOOA~MWON P
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B oow

yesterday

down
often

. softly
. not
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ADJECTIVES

Adjectives describe nouns. They tell uswhich one, what kind, what color, and how many.
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Adjectives

I. Identifying adjectives

Description: An adjective describesanoun. It tells uswhich one, what kind, what color, and how many.
An adjective adds descriptive information about the noun.
Example: 1 ownadog. Which one? What kind? What color? How many?
| ownthat dog. | ownthatlargedog. | ownthatlarge, red dog. | ownthat slobbering, large, red
dog.

The adjective usually comes before the noun it describes.
Example: | saw the big, yellow cat.
| saw the tired and exhausted man.

However, adjectives can sometimes come immediately after the nouns they modify.
Bxample: | saw the man, tired and exhausted.

Adjectives can also come at the opposite end of the sentence. They are called predicate adjectivesin
this position.

Example: The woman wearing that ridiculous hat with the flower on top isvery pretty.
Notethat if you get rid of al the extra stuff in the sentence, you have avery simple statement: The
woman is pretty. Now you can see clearly that the word pretty is an adjective that describeswoman.

Note: Thewordsa, an, and the are also adjectives. They are often called determiners or auxiliaries.
Include them in this exercise as an adjective.

How tofind it: Look for aword that gives you extra descriptions of anoun. Remember that adjectives
just give more information about the nouns they describe or modify.

Instructions: Underline the adjectivesin the following sentences. Draw aline to the noun that the
adjective modifies. Some sentenceswill have several adjectives.

Example: We saw a popular movie.

Adjective M odifi_ed Noun
a movie
popular movie

1. Haveyou seen thered dress?

2. Il drovethenew car.

3. Wesaw the old book.

4. Themanwasold.

5. That woman is pretty.

6. Heisthebest candidate.

7.  Theyoung girl went to the large department store.

8.  Thetired, old woman walked along the beaten trail.

9. Wedidn't seethegray, fat cat lying in the road.

10. Sometimeslittle babies are so cute.
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II. Beginning sentences with adjectives
Instructions: Rewrite the following sentences so that the sentence begins with two or more adjectives, or
with an adjective and its modifying prepositional phrase. These adjectives should not be participles (a
verb form used as an adjective). Y ou may add or delete words to make the sentence flow smoothly.

Example: The young man, wise and analytical, knew how to handle the problem.
Wise and analytical, the young man knew how to handle the problem.

1. Thetrack star, strong and talented, ran the last lap to victory.

2. Thewoman, tolerant and receptive, listened to the committee’ s proposal.

3. Theattorney, astute and decisive, was quick to lodge an objection.

4. Theyoung man, wise beyond his years, knew how to approach the situation gently.

5. Theyoung student, aware of his mistakes, made an extra effort to rewrite the paper properly.

6. Thewoman, hesitant to accept the gift, blushed with embarrassment.

7. Themanager, decisive in his actions, was quick to put thingsinto order.

[11. Combining sentences with adjectives

I nstructions: Combine the following short sentences into one longer sentence that positions the adjectives
in varied parts of the sentence. Attempt to begin your sentences with adjectives, asin the 31 example.
Example:  Theman wasyoung. The manwaswise. The manwas experienced. The man
knew how to handle the problem.

1) Thewise and experienced young man knew how to handle the problem.
2) Theyoung man, wise and experienced, knew how to handle the problem.
3) Wise and experienced, the young man knew how to handle the problem.

1. Thefireman wasalert. Hewasfearless. He was courageous. Herushed into the building. It was
burning.

2. Thedogwasold. Thedog cowered inthe corner. Hewastired. Hewas dejected. The corner was dark.

3. Thestudent wasintelligent. He began to run the experiment. It wasinteresting. He wasinquisitive.

4. Themanwasexhausted. He had taken awalk. He sat on abench. It wasin the park.
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5. Theboy set out on hisjourney. He wasfrightened. He was courageous though. He wasyoung,
too.

6. Thecat curled upin hismaster’slap. The cat wasold. Hewas also fat. He was content, too.

V. Creating sentences with adjectives

Instructions: A. Create asentence that begins with the following adjectives and their modifiers.
B. Rewrite the sentence putting the modifying phrase after the word it modifies.

Example. Aware of the dangers, .
A. Aware of the dangers, the spy was careful to remain unidentified.
B. The spy, aware of the dangers, was careful to remain unidentified.

Note that when a modifying phrase begins a sentence, it isfollowed by acomma

1 A. Happy to be at home,

2. A. Angry with his parents,

3. A. Ready to go for awalk,

4, A. Quick to understand the passage,

5. A. Alonewith only histhoughts,




I. ldentifying adjectives

N o g~ w D

10.

I1. Beginning sentenceswith adjectives

1
2
3.
4,
5
6
7

Adjectives
the, red

the, new

the, old

the, old

That, pretty
the, best
the, young
the, large, department
the, tired, old
the, beaten
the, gray, fat
the

little, cute

Answersto the Adjective Section

Noun M odified
dress

car

book
man
woman
candidate
airl

store
woman
trail

cat

road
babies

Strong and talented, the track star ran the last lap to victory.
Tolerant and receptive, the woman listened to the committee’ s proposal.
Astute and decisive, the attorney was quick to lodge an objection.

Wise beyond his years, the young man knew how to approach the situation gently.
Aware of his mistakes, the young student made an extra effort to write the paper correctly.

Hesitant to accept the gift, the woman blushed with embarrassment.
Decisivein his actions, the manager was quick to put thingsinto order.

I11. Combining sentenceswith adjectives (Answersmay vary.)
Fearless and courageous, the alert fireman rushed into the burning building.
Tired and dejected, the old dog cowered in the dark corner.

1
2
3.
4.
5
6

Intelligent and inquisitive, the student began to run the interesting experiment.

Exhausted from hiswalk, the man sat on a park bench.
Frightened, though courageous, the young boy set out on hisjourney.
Fat and content, the old cat curled up in his master’s|ap.

IV. Creating sentenceswith adjectives (Answersmay vary.)

1

2.

3.

TP oMo POTP O

Happy to be at home, the child slept peacefully.

The child, happy to be home, slept peacefully.

Angry with his parents, the boy went sullenly to hisroom.
The boy, angry with his parents, went sullenly to his room.
Ready to go for awalk, the dog ran to front door.

The dog, ready to go for awalk, ran to the front door.
Quick to understand the passage, the students read the script with passion.
The students, quick to understand the passage, read the script with passion.
Alone with only histhoughts, Devon spent the evening in solitude.
Devon, alone with only histhoughts, spent the evening in solitude.



PREPOSI TIONS

Prepositions show arelationship between one word and another in a sentence.
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Prepositions

|. Identifying prepositions

Description: A preposition isaword that shows a relationship between one word and another in a
sentence. Prepositions should be memorized for easy identification. Some of the most common ones arein
thelist below. A large number of prepositions show a spatial relationship of one thing to another. For
instance, we might think of acat and atree. Think of all the positions the cat can occupy in relation to the
tree.

He can go near thetree, under thetree, by thetree.....

inside, outside, below, above, on top of, underneath, in, into, on, behind,
beneath, between, toward, to, up, down, across, around, through, before,
= from

,GL_,‘“:

Here are some other prepositions that you need to recognize: about, after, at, during, for, of, until, with,
without, concerning, in spite of.

How tofind it: Prepositions are words that need to be memorized. Y ou have to recognize them when you
see them.

Instructions: Underline the prepositions that appear in the following sentences. Some sentences will have
more than one preposition.

He ran beside the road.

She jumped upon the table.

They walked into the room.

Beside theroad sat the old cat.

Upon the table lay the letter.

Into the room they calmly strolled.

Under no circumstances are you to touch that glass.
He saw the trees on the mountain.

We built the tree house for the child.

0. Withabhig crash, the tree toppled onto the garage.

PO NGO ~WNPE

I1. ldentifying prepostional phrases and objects of prepositions

Description: Every preposition in a sentence must have an object. The object of the preposition isthe 1%
noun after the preposition. The prepositional phrase begins with the preposition, ends with the 1% noun
after it, and includes all the wordsin between.
Example: | saw the man in the big red car.

Preposition: in

Object of the preposition: car (1™ noun after the preposition)

Prepositional phrase: inthebigred car (beginswith the preposition, ends with

the 1% noun after the preposition, and includes everything in between)

How tofind it: Look for the preposition. Find the object of the preposition, the 1% noun after the
preposition. The prepositional phrase begins with the preposition and ends with the object of the
preposition.



Instructions: Enclose the prepositional phrasein parentheses. Underline the preposition once and the
object of the preposition twice.

Example: Wetraveled (to thelarge city.)

James |ooked through the window.

He stared at the mountain.

We saw awoman walk down the street.

After class we went to the park.

The dog in the window of the pet shop looked at us and barked for attention.
The man sitting under the tree is reading a book about the discovery of America.
Last week we went to aconvention in Atlanta.

He walked along the river bank with hislittle sister.

O N AWDN P

[11. Beginning sentenceswith prepositional phrases

Instructions: Rewrite the following sentences so that each sentence begins with a prepositional phrase.
Example: Three baby kittens were underneath the old shed.
Under neath the old shed were three baby kittens.

Remember these rules about commas:
If you have avery long introductory prepositional phrase (over five words), you must
follow it with acomma.
If you have two introductory prepositional phrases, you must have acomma before
continuing with the main sentence.
If the verb comesimmediately after the prepositional phrase, the commais not usually
necessary.

Example: Inside the window of that old house on the corner, aman is reading the paper.
Under neath the old shed were three baby kittens.

1. Hestood among the crowd, undaunted and untouched.

2. Wecould easily see the stage from the top row.

3. Theterrified animal crouched in the corner of the room.

4. The cat could see everything from the top shelf of the bookcase.

5. Three pigeonswere inside the old barn.

6. The old man found shelter under the bridge.

7. You should begin to study more for the sake of your grades.

8. Hewasableto enact great changes with only a pen and paper.
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9. Hewasableto complete the task only through sheer determination.

10. Heraced hiscar around the corner and down the street.

V. Combining sentences with prepositional phrases

Instructions: Combine the short sentences into one longer sentence that positions the prepositional phrase
at the beginning of the sentence. Y ou will have to add some words and remove others.
Note: Remember that one long prepositional phrase or two short ones put together must be followed by a
comma.
Example 1: We went to the show. Then we went to the restaurant.
After the show we went to the restaurant.

Example2: Thefalentreelay intheroad. It fell inthe middie of it.
Inthe middle of theroad, lay thefallen tree.

1. The man opened the door for the woman. Hedid it without a second thought.

2. Thejewelswere hidden. They were under the box.

3. Theman stood beside the desk. We had seen him earlier.

4. The people screamed just for fun. They were inside the haunted house.

V. Creating sentences with prepositional phrases

Instructions A: Create sentences that begin with the prepositions from the list below.
under instead of behind in spite of upon
inside without during throughout along

Example: With his hat in his hand, the man silently stood. (Prepositional phrases comesfirst.)

1. Under

2. Instead of
3. Behind

4. Inspiteof
5. Upon

6. Inside




7. Throughout

8.  Without

9. Along

InstructionsB: Create sentences that begin with the following prepositional phrases.

1.  Under no circumstances

2. Without thinking

3. Instead of the book

4. Upon hisarrival

5. During the next hour




Answersto the Preposition Section

I. ldentifying prepositions

1. beside 6. into

2. upon 7. under

3. into 8. on

4. beside 9. for

5. upon 10. with, onto

I1. Identifying prepositional phrasesand objects of prepositions
1. (through the window)

2. (at the mountain)

3. (down the street)

4. (efter class), (to the park)

5. (in the window), (of the pet shop), (at us), (for attention)

6. (under the tree), (about the discovery), (of America)

7. (toagonvention), (in Atlanta)

8. (along theriver bank), (with hislittle sister)

I11. Beginning sentenceswith prepositional phrases (Notethat commasmust set off two introductory
prepositional phrasesor a prepositional phrase over 5wordsin length.)

Among the crowd he stood undaunted and untouched.

From the top row we could easily see the stage.

In the corner of the room, theterrified animal crouched. (2 introductory prepositional phrases)
From the top shelf of the bookcase, the cat could see everything. (2 introductory prepositional phrases)
Inside the old barn were three pigeons.

Under the bridge the old man found shelter.

For the sake of your grades, you should begin to study more. (2 introductory prepositional phrases)
With only a pen and paper, he was able to enact great changes. (Introductory phraseisover 5 words.)
Only through sheer determination was he able to compl ete the task.

Around the corner and down the street, he raced his car. (2 introductory prepositional phrases)

BO0ONOUO~ WNE
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. Combining sentences with prepositional phrases
Without a second thought the man opened the door for the woman.
Under the box the jewels were hidden.
Beside the desk stood the man whom we had seen earlier.
I nside the haunted house the people screamed just for fun.

[SSEOS I it
PON Rz

. A. Creating sentenceswith prepositional phrases (Answerswill vary.)
. Under the mattress lay the hidden money.

. Instead of fruit we chose vegetables for the meal.

. Behind thered car you will find the wagon.

In spite of our efforts, wefailed to get there on time.

Upon the rock sat the huge cat.

Inside the barn the horse was eating peacefully.

. Throughout the day we thought of you.

. Without a second thought we made the decision to leave early.

. Along the side of the road stood an old dog.

CONODURWNREI

. B. Creating sentenceswith prepositional phrases (Answerswill vary.)
. Under no circumstances are you to go to that movie.

. Without thinking she made the unfortunate remark.

. Instead of the book on the table, you might read the book | have here.

. Upon hisarrival we asked for his documentation.

. During the next hour you will see some very strange sights.

OROWNRE
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APPOSITIVES

Appositives rename the nouns that they follow.
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Appositives
|. Identifying appositives

Description: The appositive isanoun that renames the noun it follows.
Example: Jerry, my brother, iscoming here later.
The appositive phrase consists of the appositive and all its modifiers.
Example: Jarry, my brother whom you have already met, is coming here later.

How tofind it: Look for aword or agroup of words that merely repeats aword just used, but callsit by a
different name.
Example: Brad Pitt, my favorite actor, is coming to town next week.

Y ou might think of an appositive or the appositive phrase merely as a definition of the preceding word.
Example: The newcomer was nothing more than a dilettante, a superficial dabbler in the arts.

Instructions: Underline the appositive or the appositive phrasein each of the following sentences. Draw
an arrow from the underlined appositive to the noun that it renames.

T T

Ex.: | saw Mr. Blake, the mayor of our city.

1. My sister Janeisin Austin today.

2. My dog Sam can run very fast.

3. Themayor, the man in the blue suit, is the speaker tonight.

4. Jerry, my best friend, is coming here tomorrow.

5. Hishouse, the one on the corner, isfor sale.

6.  Great Expectations, my favorite book, is required reading for this course.
7. Canyou see my mother, the woman sitting by the window?

8. Thegamebridgeisnot easy to learn.

9. Hisfavorite sport, golf, requires much of histime.

10. My vacation, theonly time | can leave thecity, isjust next week.

II. Beginning sentences with appositive phrases

Instructions: Rewrite the following sentences so that each sentence begins with an appositive phrase. You
may add or delete words to make the sentence flow smoothly.
Example. Theman, a noted speaker, was able to deliver the message with persuasion.

A noted speaker, the man was able to deliver the message with persuasion.

Note:  Anintroductory appositive phrase must befollowed by a comma.

1. Theyoung man, afollower of many who came before him, continued the traditions of patriotism.
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2. Jason, thefirst student to receive this recognition, will represent our school with honor.

3. Sam, thefirst man to win this coveted award, has gone on to achieve much successin hisfield.

4. Ms. Perkins, the designer of these remarkable tests, set new standards for identifying personality traits.

5. Theperformer, amusician of unequalled skill, stepped quickly onto the stage.

6. My mother, author of innumerable great poems, was an inspiration to many.

7. Sam Bragg, aman known for his discipline, ran the same experiment numerous times.

[11. Combining sentences with appositives
L ook at the following two examples. Samismy brother. Heisfeeling better today.
Sam, my brother, is feeling better today. My brother Samis feeling better today.

Y ou may be wondering why one sentence uses acommarto set off the appositive, but the other sentence
doesnot. Most appositives that follow proper nouns take commas to set them off. Most appositives that
are only one word generally do not use commas. What makes the difference? One of the appositivesis
essential, and the other is not. When aphrase or clauseis necessary to identify which one you are talking
about, the phraseisessential. Itisessential to the meaning. Itisessential for definition. Essential phrases
and clauses do not take commas. Look at the example. If Samisthe person’s name, we already know who
heis. We do not need to know that he is the brother in order to identify him. In the second example, we do
not know who the brother isuntil heisidentified as Sam. The writer could have six brothers. We don't
know. Therefore, we need to have some kind of identification. The nameisessential. Thus, we have an
essential appositive and a non-essential appositive. The essential one does not need acomma.

Sam, my brother, isfeeling better today. non-essential ..... must have commas to show it is not necessary
My brother Samis feeling better today. essential .... necessary for identification of which brother

I nstructions: Combine the following short sentences into one longer sentence that contains an appositive.

1. Salyismy friend. Sheisleaving towntomorrow.

2. My teacher isMs. Jones. Shewon the award.

3. Mr. Jackson won the award. Heisthe man wearing the blue suit.

4.  Theman on the stage is about to speak. Heistheinventor of an interesting machine.

5. Thesenator from Ohio is being recognized. He isthe man responsible for the changesin the bill.
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6. Thebook is afavorite classic of mine. Itison thetable.

7.  Thealbatross hung around his neck. The albatrossis alarge, web-footed seabird.

V. Creating sentences with appositives

Instructions:

Create sentences with the appositive following the noun. Then rewrite the sentence with the appositive preceding
the noun and introducing the sentence. Use the information given below to form your sentences. Example:
buffoon: aclown, asilly or stupid person

Ex. a) Thebuffoon, aclown in every sense, made hisway through the crowd.
b) A clownin every sense, the buffoon made hisway through the crowd.

1 compatriot: afellow countryman

2. dotard: a senile person

3. expatriate: an exile

4, magnate: a person of power and influence
5. neophyte: a beginner, anovice
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Answersto the Appositive Section

I. ldentifying appositives and appositive phrases

Appositive or appositive phrase noun renamed

1. Jane sister

2. Sam dog

3. the man in the blue suit mayor
4. my best friend Jerry

5. the one on the corner house
6. my favorite book Great Expectations
7. the woman sitting by the window mother
8. bridge game

9. golf sport

10. theonly timel can leave the city vacation

. Beginning sentences with appositive phrases

. A follower of many who came before him, the young man continued the traditions of patriotism.

. Thefirst student to receive this recognition, Jason will represent our school with honor.

. Thefirst man to win this coveted award, Sam has gone on to achieve much successin hisfield.

The designer of these remarkable tests, Ms. Perkins set new standards for identifying personality traits.
A musician of unequalled skill, the performer stepped quickly onto the stage.

. Author of innumerable great poems, my mother was an inspiration to many.

A man known for his discipline, Sam Bragg ran the same experiment numerous times.

No oA wNRE

I11. Combining sentenceswith appositi ves (Answers may vary.)

1. Saly, my friend, isleaving town today.

2. My teacher Ms. Jones won the award.

3. The man wearing the blue suit, Mr. Jackson, won the award.

4. The man on the stage, the inventor of an interesting machine, is about to speak.

5. The man responsible for the changes in the bill, the senator from Ohio, is being recognized.
6. Thebook, afavorite classic of mine, ison thetable.
7. Thealbatross, alarge, web-footed seabird, hung around his neck.

V. Creating sentences with appositives (Answerswill vary.)
No suggestions
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INFINITIVES

Aninfinitiveis the word to followed by the present tense of averb.
It can function asa noun, an adjective, or an adverb.
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| nfinitives

I. Identifying I nfinitives

Description: Aninfinitiveisthe wordto followed by the present tense of averb.
Example: torun tosing to dance
I liketo run. He wantedto sing. We tried to dance.

The infinitive can be used in many ways. It can function asanoun, an adjective, or an adverb.

Example
Noun: To sing ismy dream. I liketo sing.
Adjective: Heisthe manto see.
Adverb: He was quick to speak.

How tofind it: Look for the word to immediately followed by averb

Instructions: Underline theinfinitivesin the following sentences. Tell whether theinfinitive functionsasa
noun, an adjective, or an adverb.
Example: | loveto read. noun

| often try to sing.

Todriveisnot really difficult.
Toseeistobelieve.

Heisthe man to see.

He was not difficult to believe.

| was not afraid to speak.

To try is sometimes more important than to win.
Hetried very hard to succeed.

O N AWDN PR

I1. Identifying I nfinitive Phrases

Description: Theinfinitive phrase includes theinfinitive and any modifiers or complementsit may have.
Example He wantsto go to the store.
Sam is the manto see about the job.
He has goneto visit the famous monument.

Howtofind it: Look for the wordto immediately followed by averb. Include all words that are necessary
to complete the idea established by theinfinitive. Example: Tosing (infinitive) Tosingasong
(infinitive phrase)

Instructions: Underline the infinitive phrasesin the following sentences.

| tried to see the production.

To run for public office requires courage.
Sometimesit is necessary to speak one’s thoughts.
The best book to read is long, but entertaining.
The dress to wear to the party isthe red one.

| really wanted to go to the movies with you.

| would like to go to France next summer.

To livein the mountains would be my first choice.
Did you go to visit your grandmother?

0. | am going to seethe opening of the new library.

RPOO N ~WNPE
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[11. Beginning sentences with infinitive phrases

Instructions: Rewrite the following sentences so that the sentence beginswith an infinitive phrase. Y ou
may add or delete words to make the sentence flow smoothly.
Example: It must be athrilling adventureto fly in a hot air balloon.
Toflyinahot air balloon must be athrilling adventure.

1. Itrequiresstrength and endurance to run 10 miles.

2. It issometimes necessary to get approval first.

3. Hisgoa inlifewasto graduate at the head of his class.

4. Itisamatter of discretion to speak or not to speak.

5. Thecoach’s dream was to have a winning team.

6. Itisnot alwaysan easy task to seek advice.

7. Her aspiration was to become a beauty queen.

8. Oneaim of conservation isto save the topsoil.

9. Thecritical work of damsisto regulate the flow of water.

10. Many people have an unfulfilled dream to livein aforeign country.

11. | listened carefully to get the instructions.

12. Itistheaim of many scientiststo discover acure for deadly diseases.

V. Combining sentences with infinitive phrases

Instructions: Combine the following short sentences into one longer sentence that contains an infinitive or
an infinitive phrase.
Example: | have animmediate goal. It istowinthisrace.
Towin thisrace is my immediate goal.

1. Ilikesinging professionaly. Itismy greatest ambition.

2. | received the award. | studied hard.
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3. Many studentshave agoal. Their goal issaving money for college.

4. Wemust preparefor college admissionstests. Itisnecessary.

5. They say they will reducetaxes. Thisisapromise of al politicians.

V. Creating sentences with infinitive phrases used as nouns

Instructions A: Create sentences that contain the infinitive phrases given. Remember that infinitive phrases can
function as nouns, adjectives, or adverbs. Build your sentences so that the infinitive functions as the subject of the
sentence, the direct object, the predicate nominative, and the object of the preposition. Test each sentence by
substituting the entire phrase with the word “it” or “this.” Look at the examples below.

Phrase: to succeed in this course

the subject of the sentence  To unplug the machineis my goal. Test: Itismy goal.

the direct object | want to unplug the machine. Test: | wantit.

the predicate nominative My goal isto unplug the machine. Test: My goal isit/ this.

object of the preposition | tried everything exceptto unplug it. Test: | tried everything exceptit.

Underline the phrase and write the word “it” above the phrase.

1. Phrase: To graduate from college
Subject
Direct Object
Predicate Nominative

Object of the Preposition

2. Phrase: Towin the championship
Subject
Direct Object
Predicate Nominative

Object of the Preposition

3. Phrase: Toread Great Expectations
Subject
Direct Object
Predicate Nominative

Object of the Preposition

4. Phrase: Tomakean A in English
Subject
Direct Object
Predicate Nominative

Object of the Preposition
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5. Phrase: Tobeagreat athlete

Subject
Direct Object

Predicate Nominative

Object of the Preposition

InstructionsB: Create sentences that contain an infinitive phrase used as an adjective.
Example: The manto see about that issue is not heretoday. The infinitive phrase modifiesman.

1

2

The counselor isthe person (to)

The dean of the collegeisthe one

Ms. Jones is the best teacher

Thiswas an attempt

What is the best way ?

Instructions C: Create sentences that contain an infinitive phrase used as an adverb. Remember that adverbstell
where, when, how, why, and to what extent.
Example: We went to see the doctor. (Tellswhere)

The politician spoke to gain recognition. (Tellswhy)

Build your sentences from these beginnings:

1

2.

They debated

They went

The children ran

They tried hard

The man shouted
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Answersto the Infinitive Section

I dentifying infinitives
tosing - noun

to drive- noun, noun
tosee- adjective
tosee - adverb

tobelieve-  adverb
to speak - adverb
to try, towin- noun, noun
to succeed- adverb

o NG

I dentifying infinitive phrases
to see the production

to run for public office

to speak one’ s thoughts

to read

to wear to the party

to go to the movieswith you
to go to France next summer
to livein the mountains

to visit your grandmother

to see the opening of the new library

Beginning sentences with infinitive phrases

To run 10 miles requires strength and endurance.

To get approval first issometimes necessary.

To graduate at the head of his classwashisgoal inlife.

To speak or not to speak isa matter of discretion.

To have awinning team was the coach’ s dream.

To seek adviceis not always an easy task.

To become a beauty queen was her aspiration.

To save the topsoil isone aim of conservation.

To regulate the flow of water isthe critical work of dams.
Tolivein aforeign country isan unfulfilled dream of many people.
To get theinstructions, | listened carefully.

To discover acurefor deadly diseasesisthe aim of many scientists.

Combining sentenceswith infinitive phrases (Answersmay vary.)
To sing professionally is my greatest ambition.

| studied hard to receive the award.

To save money for collegeisagoal of many students.

To prepare for college admissions testsis necessary.

To reducetaxesisapromise of al politicians.

Creating sentences with infinitive phrases used asnouns (Answerswill vary.)
Subject: To graduate from college isthe dream of many students.

Direct Object: | want to graduate from college.

Predicate Nominative: My dream isto graduate from college.

Object of the Preposition: | dream of nothing except to graduate from college.

Subject: Towin the championship is my greatest challenge.

Direct Object: We have all tried to win the championship.

Predicate Nominative: Our greatest challenge will be to win the championship.

Object of the Preposition: We have done everything except to win the championship.

Subject: To read Great Expectationsis awondrous adventure.

Direct Object: The class wantsto read Great Expectations.

Predicate Nominative: Our assignment isto read Great Expectations

Object of the Preposition: Hewill try anything except to read Great Expectations.
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Subject: To make an A in English would be fantastic.

Direct Object: | havetried to make an A in English.

Predicate Nominative: Hisgoal isto makean A in English.

Object of the Preposition: He has met all his goals except to make an A in English.

Subject: To beagreat athlete requires great skill and courage.

Direct Object: Many havetried to be great athletes.

Predicate Nominative: The dream of many children isto be agreat athlete.
Object of the Preposition: He wants nothing else except to be agreat athlete.

Creating sentenceswith infinitive phrases used as adj ectives (Answerswill vary.)
The counselor is the person to see about the schedule.

The dean of the college is the one to make the decision.

Ms. Jones is the best teacher to ever walk the face of the earth.

Thiswas an attempt to do a better job.

What is the best way to get to the freeway?

Creating sentenceswith infinitive phrases used as adver bs (Answerswill vary.)
They debated to see who would win the competition.

They went to get some cake for the party.

The children ran to get away from the dog.

They tried hard to explain their positions.

The man shouted to get the attention of the crowd.
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GERUNDS

A gerund isaverb form ending ining that is used as a noun.

173



Gerunds

I. ldentifying Gerunds

Description: A gerundisaverb form ending ining that is used as a noun.
Example: Swimming isfun.
Verb form: swim
-ing form: swimming
used as anoun: Swimming isfun.
Remember that nouns can be substituted with pronouns. Therefore, we can substitute the gerund swimming
with the pronounit, and we will still have a good sentence.
Example: Swimmingisfun. Itisfun.
How tofind it: Look for aword that looks like averb ending in—ing. Try to replace the word withit. If
the replacement leaves you with a good sentence, you have found a gerund.
Example: Skiing can be dangerous. It can be dangerous.

Instructions: Underline the gerundsin the following sentences.
Example: Singingisfun.

Crying will get you nowhere.
Reading can be exciting.

Laughing is good for your health.
Have you thought about exercising?
Would you please stop shouting?
Walking is good for your health.

Y ou should try dieting.

Y ou can learn more by studying.

He was awarded for winning.
Studying will lead to better grades.

©CONOOA~WDNE
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[l. Identifying Gerund Phrases

Definition: A gerund phrase consists of agerund and any modifiers or complementsit may have.
Example: Walking in therain is sometimes fun.

How tofind it: Look for the entire group of words that can be substituted by the wordit. Remember that
nouns can be substituted with pronouns and that agerund isanoun. Therefore it can be substituted withit.
Example Swinging in the trees can be dangerous. It can be dangerous.

Instructions: Underline the gerund phrasesin the following sentences. Then rewrite the sentence
replacing the gerund phrase with the wordiit.
Example Reading from that book will be exciting. It will be exciting.

1. Shewon the contest by singing an aria.

2. Waitinginlong linesreally bothers me.

3. Playing golf is hishobby.

4.  Wetried walking down the road alone.

5. My thinkingisnot always clear on thisissue.

6. Histryingto excel in thisareais commendable.
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7. | wasshocked by her speaking so rudely to an adult.

8. Wewere saddened by their [eaving so suddenly.

[11. Using possessive nouns and pronouns with gerunds

Rule: Oneimportant thing you must know isthat when you put a noun or pronoun in front of agerund,
you must use the possessive form of the noun or pronoun.
Example Hissinging disturbed me. It disturbed me. What did? His singing, not him.

We could never say, “Him singing disturbed me.” The thing that disturbed me wasjust that ---- athing, ---
-- and things can be owned or possessed.

His singing disturbed me.

SanT s singing disturbed me

| was disturbed by his singing.

| was disturbed by Sam’s singing.

Instructions: Underline the correct form of the noun or pronoun to precede the gerund.

(His, Him) talking so loud is adistraction.

| was upset by (Sam, Sam’s) failing the test.

Wereally enjoyed (Mary, Mary’s) singing last night.

When (them, their) watching television interferes with school work, | get annoyed.
What do you think about (me, my) taking that job?

| was amazed by (you, your) running so quickly.

Wewere all surprised by (him, his) speaking so boldly.

No one understood (him, his) making such an issue of asimpleissue.

O N AWDN P

V. Beginning sentenceswith gerund phrases
Instructions: Rewrite each of the following sentences so that each sentence begins with agerund phrase.
Change the infinitivesin the sentence into gerunds. Y ou may add or del ete words to make the sentence
flow smoothly. Example: Itisfuntoswim  Swimmingisfun.

1. Itisnecessary to study for the exam.

2. My favorite pastime isto read good books.

3. Themotivation for many businessmen isto climb the ladder of success.

4. It makesthe time drag to watch the clock.

5. Itisnot an option for meto go to college.

6. Itisaregular occurrence at my school to raise the flag each morning.

7. Hisgreatest dream was to become ateacher.
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8. Hishobby wasto build websites.

9. Themost difficult chorel haveisto clean windows.

10. Itisnot politeto speak out of turnin class.

11. A senior’sprivilegeisto go off campusfor lunch.

V. Combining sentences with gerund phrases

Instructions: Combine the following short sentences into one longer sentence that contains agerund or a
gerund phrase. Try to begin the sentences you create with the gerund or the gerund phrase.
Example: | loveto play golf. Itismy hobby.
Playing golfis my hobby.

1 I liketo paint. Itisfun.
2. | liketo play baseball. It ismy favorite pastime.
3. | wanted the attention. | got the attention. | rang the bell.

4, Many students have agoal. Itisto graduate with honors.

5. | want to backpack across Europe. It can be very educational.

6. Somethings areimportant in life. It isgood to learn about different cultures.

7. We should prepare for the SAT. It isaworthwhile endeavor.

8. He promises to reducetaxes. Itisapromise of every politician.

9. Don’'t cometo classlate. Itisadisruption.

10. If you pressthe red button, something will happen. It will cause the alarm to sound.
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V1. Creating sentences with gerund phrases

Instructions A: Create sentences that beginwith the following gerund phrases. Remember that a gerund phrase
can be substituted with the wordit. Test your sentences.

Example: Seeing the actual theater production
Seeing the actual theater production was agreat experience.
Test: Itwasagreat experience.

1 Wandering through the streets at night
2. Making straight A’sin this class

3. Emptying the trash each week

4, Washing dishes

InstructionsB: Create 10 sentences which contain gerund phrases placed in various parts of the sentence. Be sure
each gerund phrase can be replaced with the wordit. Thisisagood test to seeif you really have agerund phrase.

1

10.
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Answersto the Gerund Section

I. ldentifying gerunds
1. crying 2. reading 3. laughing 4.  exercising 5. shouting
6. walking 7. dieting 8.  studying 9. winning 10. studying
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I dentifying gerund phrases
singing an aria

waiting inlong lines

playing golf

walking down the road alone

my thinking

histrying to excel in thisarea

her speaking so rudely to an adult
their leaving so suddenly

NG

I11. Using possessive nouns and pronounswith gerunds
his

Sam's

Mary’s

their

my

your

his

his

N O~ WDNE

Beginning sentenceswith gerund phrases

Studying for the exam is necessary

Reading good books is my favorite pastime.

Climbing the ladder of successis motivation for many businessmen.
Watching the clock makes the time drag.

Going to college is not an option for me.

Raising the flag each morning is aregular occurrence at my school.
Becoming ateacher was his greatest dream.

Building websites was his hobby.

Cleaning windows is my most difficult chore.

Speaking out of turnin classisnot polite.

Going off campusfor lunch isasenior’s privilege.

PR OONOOUNWNE =
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Combining sentences with gerund phrases
Painting isfun.
Playing baseball is my favorite pastime.
Ringing the bell got me the attention that | wanted.
Graduating with honorsisthe goal of many students.
Backpacking across Europe can be very educational .
Learning about different culturesis something important in life.
Preparing for the SAT isaworthwhile endeavor.
Reducing taxesis a promise of every politician.
Coming to class lateisadisruption.

0. Pressing thered button will cause the alarm to sound.

V.
1
2
3
4,
5.
6.
7
8
9
10.
VI. Creating sentenceswith gerund phrases (Answerswill vary.)

A. 1 Wandering through the streets at night can be dangerous.

Making straight A’sinthisclassisimpossible.

2.
3. Emptying the trash each week is not adifficult chore.
4.  Washing dishes makes my hands red.

B. Nosuggestions. Answerswill beindividual.
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PARTICIPLES

A participleisaverb form that is used as an adjective.
The participle can end in—ing, —ed, —n, or —t.
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Participles

|. Identifying participles

Description: The participleisaverb form that is used as an adjective. The participle can end in—ing, —ed,
—n, or —t.

Example: | saw thesinging bird. Singingisaverbform. Itendsin —ing. Itisused asan adjective.
Itisaparticiple.

How tofind it: Look for an adjective that is built from averb, or look for averb form that is used asan
adjective.

Instructions: Underline the participlesin the following sentences.
Exanple: We were amazed at the rising prices.

Janetried to calm the trembling dog.

The whining animal walked slowly down the street.
The barking dog woke us early in the morning.

I could not mend his bleeding leg.

We could still see the marks on the patched wall.
The hidden road was not obvious to the visitors.
The singing man was cute.

The struggling actor had very little money.

The running water soon became a nuisance.

10. The babbling brook was a pleasant sight.

11. Hetried to open the locked door.

12. Hereread the underlined text.

13. The sent note had already been received.

14. The bent pipe became ahazard in the road.

15. Thefallen tree blocked the path.

©CO N A~AWNE

[1. ldentifying participial phrases

Description: A participial phrase consists of a participle and any modifiersor complementsit may have.
Example: The man talking to the woman in thered dressisthe president of the association.

The participial phrasetalking to the woman in the red dress functions as an adjective, modifying the noun
man. If you take the phrase out of the sentence, sinceit isjust an adjective, you still have the basic
sentence.

The man talkingto the womaninthered dressisthe president of the association.

The manisthe president of the association.

How tofind it: Look for aphrasethat beginswith aword that isaverb form (it usually endsin-ing but it
can also endin-ed, -n, or -t). Y ou might say that the purpose of aparticipial phraseisto point out which
noun we'retalking about. The participial phrasewill pointit out. It tells“which one.” The participial
phrase usually sits next to the noun it modifies. Remember that it functions as an adjective and can
therefore be removed from the sentence.

Instructions: 1) Underline the participial phrasein each of the following sentences. 2) Draw an arrow

from the underlined phrase to the noun it modifies. 3) Then rewrite the sentence omitting the participial
phrase. Thiswill be atest to seethat you haveidentified all of the participia phrase. When you takeit out,
you must be left with a complete sentence.
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Example: | know the woman crossing the street. | know the woman.

1. | haveread that book lying on the table.

2. Thedog chasing histail ismine.

3. Thegirl singing that song is my sister.

4. | know the girl reading the book.

5. | saw the man wearing the black coat.

6. Hewasspeaking tothegirl drinking the soda.

7. Jamesisthe boy driving the car.

8.  Look at thewall displaying the poster.

9. | aminterested in the artist painting the picture.

10. | prefer theroses blooming on thetrellis.

[11. Beginning sentences with participial phrases

Instructions: Rewrite the following sentences so that each sentence begins with aparticipial phrase. Be
sure to place the phrase as closely as possible to the word modified; otherwise, unintended humor may
result.
Example: The man walked toward the podium checking his notes for the last time.
Checking his notes for the last time, the man walked toward the podium.
Note: All introductory participial phrasesmust be followed by acomma.

1. Thegirl radiated her charm seen in the spotlight.

2. Thewoman began to sing clearing her voice.

3. Thewoman began her search opening the book.

4. The man addressed the audience speaking with aloud, clear voice.

5. Wewalked through the deserted town looking for any sign of life.

6. The soldier went immediately to the new battalion sent by the general.

7.  Theman snapped at his companion enraged by the remark.

8. Thechild decided to start preparing his assignments better warned by the teacher.
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9. Thedog wandered aimlessly through the streets neglected by his owner.

10. Thegirl seemed to be walking very slowly seen from adistance.

11. These pills could cause an upset stomach taken before meals.

V. Combining sentenceswith participial phrases

Instructions: Combine the following short sentencesinto one longer sentence which contains a participial
phrase. Place the participial phrase at the beginning of the sentence. Some sentences can be written
several ways.
Note: Remember that all introductory participial phrasesmust be followed by acomma.
Example: The dog ran behind the car. He barked wildly.
1) Barking wildly, the dog ran behind the car.
2) Running behind the car, the dog barked wildly.

1. Theman ran behind the car. He wastrying to avoid being seen.

2. Hetried toimprove hisgrades. He studied for hours each night.

3. Theteacher gave the assignment. He spoke with afirm tone.

4. Thegirl read over her work. Shefound several mistakes.

5. Thedetective sorted through the evidence. He looked for aclue.

6. Thewomanwaseasily identified. Sheworeared hat.

7. Theman began hisstory. He spoke with aquivering voice.

8. Theman sat inthefront row. Helistened intently to the debate.

9. Thescientist sought an answer to the problem. He relentlessly pursued his experiments.

10. Theman read only by the light of acandle. He managed to consume great amounts of literature.

11. Thefrightened child ran toward her mother. She was screaming at the top of her voice.
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12. The tornado went through the center of town. It wreaked havoc in its path.

13. The boy stared out the window. He sat at the opposite end of the room.

14. Hedreaded hisvisit to the dentist. The boy stayed in bed aslong as possible.

V. Creating sentences with participial phrases

Instructions: Create sentences that use the following groups of words as participial phrases. Make two
versions of the sentence: one with the participial phrase placed beforethe word it modifies, and the other
with the participial phrase placed after the word it modifies. In each sentence underline the participial
phrase and draw an arrow to the word it modifies.

Example: seen in the moonlight

Foeme |
Seen in the moonlight, the church radiated its beauty.
—

The church, seen in the moonlight, radiated its beauty.

Note: Remember that when aparticipial phrase introduces a sentence, it must be followed by acomma.

1 Barking wildly

2.

3. Trying to remain inconspicuous
4,

5. Looking in both directions
6.

7. Wearing the blue suit

8.

9. Wandering through the trees
10.

11. Catching the ball

12.

13.  Seenfrom adistance

14.

15. Angered by the implication
16.




Answersto the Participle Section

I. ldentifying participles
1. trembling
2. whining

3. barking

4.  bleeding

5 patched

6. hidden

7. singing

8.  struggling
9. running
10. babbling
11. locked

12.  underlined
13. sent

14. bent

15. fallen

I1. Identifying participial phrases
1 lying on thetable

2. chasing histail

3. singing that song

4.  reading the book

5. wearing the black coat
6.  drinking the soda

7.  driving the car

8.  displaying the poster
9.  painting the picture
10. blooming onthetrellis

I11. Beginning sentenceswith participial phrases

1 Seen in the spotlight, the girl radiated her charm.

2. Clearing her voice, the woman began to sing.

3. Opening her book, the woman began her search.

4.  Speaking with aloud, clear voice, the man addressed the audience.

5. Looking for any sign of life, we walked through the deserted town.

6.  Sent by the general, the soldier went immediately to the new battalion.

7. Enraged by the remark, the man snapped at his companion.

8.  Warned by the teacher, the child decided to start preparing his assignments better.
9. Neglected by his owner, the dog wandered aimlessly through the streets.
10. Seenfrom adistance, the girl seemed to be walking very slowly.

11. Taken before meals, these pills could cause an upset stomach.

IV. Combining sentenceswith participial phrases (Answersmay vary.)

Trying to avoid being seen, the man ran behind the car.

Trying to improve his grades, he studied for hours each night.

Speaking with afirm tone, the teacher gave the assignment.

Reading over her work, the girl found several mistakes.

Looking for a clue, the detective sorted through the evidence.

Wearing ared hat, the woman was easily identified.

Speaking with a quivering voice, the man began his story.

Listening intently to the debate, the man sat in the front row.

Seeking an answer to the problem, the scientist relentlessly pursued his experiments.
Reading only by thelight of acandle, the man managed to consume great amounts of literature.
Screaming at the top of her voice, the frightened child ran toward her mother.
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12.  Wreaking havoc in its path, the tornado went through the center of town.
13. Sitting at the opposite end of the room, the boy stared out the window.
14. Dreading hisvisit to the dentist, the boy stayed in bed as long as possible.

V. Creating sentenceswith participial phrases (Answerswill vary.)

1 Barking wildly, the dog raced along the fence.

2. Thedog, barking wildly. raced along the fence.

3. Tryingto remain inconspicuous, the man sat in the back of the room.
4.  Theman, trying to remain inconspicuous, sat in the back of the room.
5. Looking in both directions, the child crossed the street.

6.  Thechild, lookingin both directions, crossed the street.

7. Wearing the blue suit, the woman went to the interview.

8.  Thewoman, wearing the blue suit, went to the interview.

9. Wandering through the trees, the deer lost the hunters.

10. Thedeer, wandering through the trees, lost the hunters.

11. Catching the ball, the player won the game.

12. Theplayer, catching the ball, won the game.

13.  Seen from adistance, the mountains looked very small.

14. Themountains, seen from adistance, looked very small.

15. Angered by the implication, the woman left the room.

16. Thewoman, angered by the implication, left the room.



ADJECTIVE
CLAUSES

An adjective clause is a subordinate clause (a dependent clause) that functions as an adjective.
It usually begins with arelative pronoun (who, whose, whom, which, that).

186



Adjective Clauses
|. Identifying adjective clauses

Description: An adjective clause is a subordinate clause (a dependent clause) that functions as an
adjective. 1t usually beginswith arelative pronoun (who, whose, whom, which, that). It generally sits very
closeto theword it modifies. Because it functions as an adjective, the adjective clause can be removed
from the sentence and will leave you with a compl ete sentence.
Example: Whereisthe book that you have already read?

1) The clausefunctions as an adjective (it modifies anoun).

2) The clause begins with arelative pronounthat.

3) The clause sits next to the word it modifies .. book.

4) The clause can be removed from the sentence and still leave a complete sentence.

Where isthe book that you have already read?  Where isthe book?

How tofind it: Look for clauses that begin with the relative pronounswho, whose, whom, which, and that.
Be sure the clause acts as an adjective. Be sure the clause modifies the noun sitting immediately beforeit.
Be sure you can take the clause out of the sentence.

Instructions: Underline the adjective clause in each of the following sentences. Draw an arrow to the

word that the clause modifies.

Example: | want the hat that has the feather on top.

1. Heisthe man who wrote the book.

2. | know the woman who gave the report.

3. Wesaw the house whose roof was pink.

4. | know agirl whose hair isgreen.

5. That isthe man whom | saw yesterday.

6.  These are the children whom we will teach.

7. Thatismy house, which ison the corner.

8.  Thisismy favorite dress, which | have chosen.
9. | knew about the book that won the award.

10. | want the calendar that is hanging on the wall.
11. That isthestory of which | spoke.

12. That isthe man of whom | spoke.

II. Completing sentences with adjective clauses

Instructions: Complete the following sentences with an adjective clause that begins with one of the
relative pronouns listed below.
Who Whose Whom Which That
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1
2
3. Sheisthegirl whom
4. Thosearethe girlswhom
5.

6. That isthe boy whose
7. That isthe president’ s house, which
8
9

. Those are my favorite dishes, which

| saw the man who . (singular)

| saw the men who . (plural)

Those are the boys whose

. That isthe car that

10. Those arethe carsthat

ONOO AWM

I. Combining sentences with adjective clauses

Instructions: Combine the following short sentences into one longer sentence which contains an adjective
clause. Somre sentences can be written several ways. Try to place your adjective clause next to the noun it
modifies. Underline the adjective clause that you create.
Example: The dog ran behind the car. He barked wildly.

1) The dog that barked wildly ran behind the car.

2) The dogthat ran behind the car barked wildly.
Remember that adjective clauses usually begin with relative pronounswho, whose, whom, which, and that.
Sometimes they will begin with adverbs such aswhere and when. Try to use those words al so.

The young woman went to the concert. Sheiswearing ared dress.
Those boys are excellent students. They are standing on the corner.
Some students will receive awards. They will study very hard.

The judges picked the artists. They had the most developed skill.
The glasses were in the trash can. They had been broken.

The secretaries were given abonus. They worked for that firm.
Thetimewill come. Wewill be able to speak our thoughts.

The place hasto be centrally located. We will meet at the place.

V. Creating sentences with adjective clauses

In this exercise we will be constructing sentences that contain adjective clauses beginning with the relative
pronouns who, whose, whom, which, and that.

Note that sometimes the relative pronoun can function as the subject in the clause, sometimes as the object
of the preposition, sometimes as a direct object, and sometimes as an adjective.

Examples:
Sheisthe girl who read the book. (subject )
Sheisthegirl whom| saw. (direct object)
Sheisthegirl of whom| speak. (object of the preposition )
Sheisthe girl whose name| called. (adjective)
Thisismy house, which sits on the corner. (subject )
That was my cake, which Sam bought. (direct object)
That was the book of which | spoke. (object of the preposition )
Thereisthe car that won therace. (subject)
Thereisthecar that | saw. (direct object)



Note: To find the subject of the clause, ask who is doing the action.
Example#1: Mr. Stanton isthe man (who won the election).

Within the clause only, who is doing the action? Who iswinning ? Answer: Who won. The wordwho,
then, isthe subject of that clause. Within the clause, who was doing the action. Notice that the word Mr.
Stanton does not appear in the clause; therefore, Mr. Stanton cannot be the subject of the clause.

Example#2: Sheisthe woman (whom we saw yesterday.)

Within the clause, who is doing the action? Who is doing the seeing? Answer: We saw. We, then, isthe subject of
the clause. Be sure you look only at the clause when you are identifying the subject of the clause.

Instructions A: Create adjective clauses that begin with each of the relative pronouns below.
Who Whose Whom Which That
A. Put the adjective clause after theword it modifies, as closely as possible.
B. Put parentheses around the adjective clause.
C. Draw an arrow to the word the clause modifies.
D. In eachadjective clause underline the subject once and verb twice.
T T
Example: Mr. Stanton is the man (who won the election.)

V.l N
Sheisthe woman (whom we saw yesterday.)




I. ldentifying adjective clauses

Answersto Adjective Clause Section

1. who wrote the book modifies
2. who gavethereport modifies
3. whose roof was pink modifies
4.  whosehair isgreen modifies
5. whom | saw yesterday modifies
6. whomwewill teach modifies
7. whichisonthe corner modifies
8.  which | have chosen modifies
9. that wontheaward modifies
10. that is hanging on the wall modifies
11. of which | spoke modifies
12.  of whom | spoke modifies

man
woman
house
airl

man
children
house
dress
book
calendar
story
man

I1. Completing sentenceswith adjective clauses (Answerswill vary.)

wore that red hat
wore thosered hats

whom we met yesterday

we met yesterday

bike was found
was built in 1800

were designed by Broadbank

1
2
3
4,
5.  bikeswerefound
6
7
8
9

. hitme
10. wontherace

[11. Combining sentenceswith adjective clauses (Answerswill vary.)
The young woman who is wearing ared dress went to the concert.
Those boys who are standing on the corner are excellent students.
Some students who study very hard will receive awards.

The judges picked the artists who had the most devel oped skill.

The secretaries who worked for that firm were given abonus.
The time when we will be able to speak our thoughts will come.

1
2
3
4,
5. theglasses which had been broken were in the trash can.
6
7
8

The place where we will meet has to be centrally located.

V. Creating sentences with adjective clauses
No suggestions. Answerswill beindividual.
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ADVERB
CLAUSES

An adverb clause is a subordinate clause that functions as an adverb.
It answers the questions adverbs answer: where, when, how, why, to what extent, under what conditions.
The adverb clause begins with a subordinate conjunction.
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I. Identifying Adverb Clauses

Description: An adverb clause is a subordinate clause that functions as an adverb. It answersthe
guestions adverbs answer: where, when, how, why, to what extent, under what conditions. The adverb
clause begins with a subordinate conjunction. Hereisalist of some of the common ones:

after before provided though whenever
although how since till where

as if so that unless wherever
as much as inasmuch as than until

because in order that that when

Howtofindit:  Look for aclause that begins with a subordinate conjunction such as the ones listed
above.

Be sure the clause tells you when, where, how, why, to what extent, or under what conditions.
Remember that all clauses must have a subject and a verb.

Note: Any adverb clause that introduces a sentence must be followed by acomma.

Example Because he was late, he did not stop for a donut.

Instructions: Underline the adverb clause in each of the following sentences.
Example: Whenever you find the time, please write to me.

1.  Wesent her acard since shewas sick.

2. Whenever you find the time, please writeto me.

3 Hewill go when thetimeisright.

4.  After you finish your homework, we can go shopping.

5. Hecould not get into the site unless he knew the password.
6. | wasamazed when they responded to our call.

7. Wecandothisif wework together.

8 Helooked asif he had seen aghost.

9.  Sinceyou asked the question, | will try to give you an answer.
1 He did not stop at the restaurant because too many people were there.
1 | hope that you will write to meif you have thetime.

= o

II. Beginning sentences with adverb clauses

Instructions: Rewrite the following sentences so that each sentence begins with an adverb clause. You
may add or del ete words to make the sentence flow smoothly. When an adverb clause introduces the
sentence, it must be set off by acomma.

Example: You will not be able to drive the car until you get your license.

Until you get your license, you will not be able to drive the car.

1.  Thewoman looked up as soon as | addressed her.

2. Weshould get something to eat before we go to the movies.

3. The man has some strange ideas although he iswell-respected in the community.

4. Youwill hear some interesting thingsif you pay attention.
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5. Hesaid that his name was Jason, unless | am mistaken.

6. Wewereableto survive the storm because we had made preparations early.

7.  Weunderstood him better after we had heard his story.

8. I washopingto visit longer as| haven't seen him in months.

9.  Shecould not see her way through the building since there were no lights.

10. Weleft the building when the alarm sounded.

11. We passed the test because we had studied hard.

12. You can call thisnumber if you need assistance.

[11. Combining sentences with adverb clauses

Instructions: Combine the following short sentences into one longer sentence which contains an adverb
clause. Some sentences can be written several ways. Try to place your adverb clause at the beginning of
the sentence. Underline the adverb clause that you create.

Example: The boy went home from school early. Hewassick.
adverb clause: Because he was sick, the boy went home from school early.
As he was sick, the boy went home from school early.
Since he was sick, the boy went home from school early.

Remember that adverb clauses begin with subordinate conjunctionsafter, before, provided , though,
whenever, although, since, till, where, asif, so that, unless, wherever, as much as, inasmuch as, than, until,
wherever, because, in order that, that, when.

1. Theweather wasvery cold. We went inside the house.

2. | think of my hometown often. | get homesick.

3. Shespokeinafirmtone. Shewas the boss.

4. Wemust wait here. Mother will cometo get us.

5. Youcangotothemall. You haveto finish your homework.

6. |likeapples. I like chocolate more.
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V. Creating sentences with adverb clauses

Instructions: Create sentences which contain adverb clauses. Begin each adverb clause with a subordinate
conjunction listed below. Write your sentence twice: once with the adverb clause at the beginning of the sentence
and again with the adverb clause at the end of the sentence you have created. Put parentheses around the adverb
clause. In each adverb clause underline the subject once and verb twice.

Some Subordinating Conjunctions:
while, when, whenever, as, before, after, until, since, assoon as, where, wherever, everywhere,
because, since, as, sothat, for, asif, asthough, than, if, unless, although, though
Note: Remember that when an adverb clause introduces the sentence, it must be followed by acomma.
Example  A. beforethe sun came up (adverb clause)

B. (Beforethe sun came up,) we had already |eft the house.

C. We had already left the house (before the sun came up.)

1. After you had gone,

after you had gone.

2. Because

because
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4,

0

I
1
2
3
5.
6.
7
8
9.
10.
11.

2
3
4,
5.
6
7
8
9

1
10.
1

=

12.

Answersto the Adverb Clause Section

I dentifying adverb clauses

since she was sick

whenever you find the time
when thetimeisright

after you finish your homework
unless he knew the password
when they responded to our call
if we work together

asif he had seen a ghost

since you asked the question
because too many people were there
if you havethetime

I1. Beginning sentenceswith adverb clauses

Assoon as | addressed her, the woman looked up.
Before we go to the movies, we should get something to eat.

Although heiswell-respected in the community, the man has some strange ideas.

If you pay attention, you will hear some interesting things.

Unless| am mistaken, he said that his name is Jason.

Because we had made preparations early, we were able to survive the storm.
After we had heard his story, we understood him better.

As| haven't seen him in months, | was hoping to visit longer.

Since there were no lights, she could not see her way through the building.
When the alarm sounded, we left the building.

Because we had studied hard, we passed the test.

If you need assistance, you can call this number.

[11. Combining sentenceswith adverb clauses

1
2
3.
4,
5
6

Since the weather was very cold, we went inside the house.
Whenever | think of my hometown, | get homesick.

When she was the boss, she spokein afirm tone.

Until Mother comesto get us, we must wait here.

After you finish your homework, you can go to the mall.
Although | like apples, | like chocolate more.

V. Creating sentenceswith adverb clauses

No suggestions. Answerswill beindividual.
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NOUN
CLAUSES

A noun clause is a subordinate clause that functions as a noun.
It usually begins with arelative pronoun who, whose, whom, which, and that.
It can bein the position of the subject, the object of the preposition, the direct object,
theindirect object, or the predicate nominative.
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Noun Clauses

|. ldentifying noun clauses

Description: A noun clauseis asubordinate clause that functions as anoun. It usually beginswith a
relative pronoun who, whose, whom, which, and that. It can beinthe position of the subject, the object of
the preposition, the direct object, the indirect object, or the predicate nominative. Remember that since the
clause functions as anoun, it can be substituted with a pronoun.

Example:

Subject: What you said was very interesting. It was very interesting.

Object of the preposition: | am interested inwhat you said. | am interested init.

Direct object: | heardwhat you said. | heardit.

Indirect Object: Y ou may tell whomever you see the story.
Predicate nominative: The problem iswhat you said. The problemisit.

How tofind it: Look for a clause that begins with arelative pronounwho, whose, whom, which, or that, as
well as some subordinate conjunctions like how, when, where, why, and what. Be sure you can substitute
the entire clause with theword “it.” If you can't substitute the word “it” for the complete noun clause, then
you probably don’t have anoun clause at all.

Instructions: Underline the noun clause in each of the following sentences. Then rewrite sentence
substituting the word it for the noun clause.

Example: | know where you are going. | know it

1. 1didwhat hesaid.

2. | know that you spoke to them yesterday.

3. | know who sheis.

4.  Wehave aproblem with where you plan to go.

5. That you spoke to her was a surprise to me.

6.  Whose handwriting that wasisamystery.

7. 1 haveno tolerance for what those people are doing.

8. | know whom we saw.

9. Which topic you choose is not important.

10. Weknew where we could find the book.

11. Do you know how we can get to the other side?

12. When we choose to go is our business.

13. They knew the reason for what he was doing.
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II. Beginning sentences with noun clauses

Beginning sentences with the word “it” is generally considered substandard English. The reader always
hasto consider exactly what “it” means. Y ou can often avoid this awkward structure by replacing the word
“it” with the noun clause that is often found in thiskind of construction.

It was an unfortunate accident that he spilled the juice on the carpet.

That he spilled the juice on the carpet was an unfortunate accident.

Instructions: Rewrite the following sentences so that each sentence begins with a noun clause. Y ou may
add or delete words to make the sentence flow smoothly.
Example: Merely alittle understanding waswhat he needed.
What he needed was merely alittle understanding.

1. Itremainsamystery wherel last put my watch.

2. Itisafascinating story how you traveled through Europe.

3. Iltisaserious problem that he has no self-control.

4, Itwasof special interest to me what caused hisfailure.

5. It wasobviousthat hisintentions were good.

6. It wassurprising how we managed to succeed.

7. It wasof no consequence what he said to me.

8. Itiscompletely up to you where we go on our vacation.

9. It had nothing to do with school what he told me.

10. It amazed me how she managed her classes so well.

[11. Combining sentences with noun clauses
Instructions: Combine the following short sentences into one longer sentence which contains a noun
clause. Some sentences can be written several ways. Try to place your noun clause at the beginning of the
sentence. Underline the noun clause that you create.
BExample: The boy went home from school early. It wasasurprise.
That the boy went home from school early was a surprise.

Remember that noun clauses begin with relative pronounswho, whose, whom, which, and that, as well aswhoever
and whomever. They can also begin with some subordinate conjunctions like how, when, where, why, and what.

1 Y ou did something last night. It was shocking.
2 We managed to beat our opponents. It was asurprise how we did it.
3. Someone will win the award. 1t will be whoever callsfirst.
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4, Y ou spoke so harshly to her. It did not impress me.
5. You will get your cue. It will be when we enter the room.
6. It isfun whenever he gets on the stage. 1t will be an interesting event.

V. Creating sentences with noun clauses

Remember that noun clauses are introduced by relative pronouns and afew subordinate conjunctions.
Relative Pronouns that introduce noun clauses:
who whose whom which that whoever whomever
Theword “that” is often omitted: | know that you can succeed. | know you can succeed.
In such situations the word “that”is understood.

Subordinate Conjunctions that introduce noun clauses:

whether when where what how if
Examples:

What that man is doing is amystery to me.

| know when we can go.

| don’'t know who sheis.

That you would say such athing is puzzling.

Test: All noun clauses can be substituted with theword “it.”

What that man isdoing isamystery to me. Itisamystery to me.
I know when we can go. I know it.

I don’t know who sheis. I don’t know it.
That you would say such athing is puzzling. Itispuzzling.

Instructions A: Using the clauses given below, create sentences which contain noun clauses.
Create one sentence with the clause at the beginning of the sentence. Create a second sentence with the
same clause at the end of the sentence. Underline the clause and write “it” above the clause. Be surethe
substitution works. If it doesn’t, you probably don’t have anoun clause.

Example:  where the man is going
A. Where the man isgoing isnot clear to me. Itisnot clear to me.
B. | do not know where the man is going. | do not know it.

1. Whoiscomingto dinner

2. Which was the best book

3. When my mother calls

4,  Whosereddressthatis

5. That we spoke earlier

6. Wherewewent last night

7.  Whomever we see
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8. Whether we can go or not

InstructionsB: Create 11 sentences that contain noun clauses that begin with each of the words below.
who whose whom which that
whether when where what how if

A. Begin asentence with the noun clause you created.

B. End a sentence with the noun clause you created.

C. Underline the subject and verb of each noun clause.

D. Mentally replace the clausein the sentence with “it.”

E. Tell how the noun clause functionsin the sentence: subject, direct object, indirect object, predicate
nominative, or object of the preposition

10.

11




Answersto the Noun Clause Section

I. ldentifying noun clauses

1 what he said

2 that you spoke to them yesterday
3 who sheis

4, where you plan to go

5. that you spoke to her

6 whose handwriting that was

7 what those people are doing

8 whom we saw

9. which topic you choose

10. where we could find the book
11 how we can get to the other side
12, when we choose to go

13. what he was doing

I1. Beginning sentenceswith noun clauses

1 Where | last put my watch remains amystery.

2 How you traveled through Europe is afascinating story.
3 That he has no self-control is aserious problem.

4, What caused hisfailure was of special interest to me.
5. That his intentions were good was obvious.

6 How we managed to succeed was surprising.

7 What he said to me was of no consequence.

8 Where we go on our vacation is completely up to you.
9 What he told me had nothing to do with school

10. How she managed her classes so well amazed me.

[11. Combining sentences with noun clauses (Answersmay vary.)
1 What you did last night was shocking.

2 How we managed to beat our opponents was a surprise.
3. Whoever callsfirst will win the award.

4, That you spoke so harshly to her did not impress me.

5 When we enter the room will be your cue.

6

Whenever he gets on the stage will be an interesting event.

IV. A. Creating sentences with noun clauses (Answerswill vary.)

1 Who is coming to dinner isasurprise.
| do not know who is coming to dinner.

2. Which was the best book was |eft undecided.
We did not decide which was the best book.

3. When my mother callsis aways an exciting time.
| can’t wait for when my mother calls.

4, Whose red dress that iswill soon be revealed.
We do not know whose red dressthat is.

5. That we spoke earlier was afact.
I know that we spoke earlier.

6. Where we went last night is a secret.
Do you know where we went | ast night?

7. Whomever we see will be entertaining.
| will talk to whomever we see.

8. Whether we can go or not has not yet been declared.

I do not know whether we can go or not.

V. B. Nosuggestions. Answerswill beindividual.

It was shocking.

It was asurprise.

He will win the award.

It did not impress me.

It will be your cue.

It will be an interesting event.

Itisasurprise

| do not know it.

It was |eft undecided.

We did not decideit.
Itisawaysan exciting time.
| can’t wait for it.

It will soon be revealed.
We do not know it.

It was afact.

| know it.

It isasecret.

Do you know it?

It (He) will be entertaining.

| will talk to it (him).

It has not yet been declared.
| do not know it.
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Building Par agraphs

Always remember what the judges will be looking for in your writing.

They want your essays to be well organized, to be fully devel oped with appropriate examples
to support ideas, to have avariety of sentence structures, to have a strong range of
vocabulary, and to show consistent facility in use of language. (That means to use good

grammar!)

M emorizethelist of expectations!!!

Organization
Development
Sentence Variety
Vocabulary
Correct Grammar
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Organization

Y ou have already had much instruction in your classroom experiences dealing with topic sentences and concluding
sentencesin paragraphs. Understand that these two sentences are critical. Without either of them, your paragraph
will not rate as superior writing. When you write atopic sentence, you are engaging in organization. Y ou must
introduce your subject with your introductory sentence, and you must conclude your work with a concluding
sentence. It'smuch like saying “Hello” and “ Goodbye” when you see afriend. Y ou don’t leave out either one of
those things when you see afriend, and you can’t leave either one out when you meet a reader through your writing.

The introduction and conclusion in your essay are only one part of the organization that you must focuson. There
are other issuesthat are equally important. We will deal with three of those issues here: unity, coherence, and
transition. In order to write an effective paragraph or an effective essay, all three of these concepts must be
included in your writing.

Unity - Staying on thetopic

The way to achieve unity in paragraphs and essaysisto stay on the topic. Each paragraph in an essay should
develop only one idea, and every sentencein that paragraph must be about that idea. When ajudge reads a
paragraph to see whether or not it isunified, he merely looks for any sentence that is off the topic. Think of it this
way. You should be ableto isolate every sentencein your paragraph and seethat it isdirectly related to your topic.
If itisnot, then you can't useit. Toincludeit would destroy the unity of the paragraph.

Hereisavery smplified example. If we were going to write a paragraph about how to wash a dog, we might

include sentences that deal with how much water to use, what kind of container to use, what kind of soap to use, and
how to apply the soap. We would not include a sentence about how much homework we have to do every night.
That has nothing to do with describing how to wash a dog, even though when you are writing the paragraph you
may feel like complaining about the homework which iswaiting for you after you wash the dog. The point is that
doing homework is not related to how one washes a dog. Keeping unity in a paragraph is simple once you get the
ideathat not one single sentence can be added if it is not directly related to the topic. If you absolutely have to
include some bit of information not related to that particular paragraph, you' Il have to make another paragraph for
that topic and then develop it. Y ou cannot include an unrelated fact, even if it isinteresting.

Let’s practice finding unrelated ideas in a paragraph. Given the topic of a paragraph, you decide which of the ideas
in each group should not be included in the development of the paragraph.

Unity #1
Instructions. Underlinethe ideathat is not related to the topic and which would destroy the unity of the paragraph
if it wereincluded.

1. Paragraphtopic. My most embarrassing moment 4. Paragraph topic: Instrumentsin asymphony
Content:  adescription of the incident Content: peopleloveto go to the symphony
my age at thetime stringed instruments
the effect of the incident on my life oboes in the wind section
how | felt drums and their pulsating rhythms
how my friend handles embarrassment types of hornsin a symphony



2. Paragraph topic: My favorite movie star 5. Paragraph topic: Fireants

Content:  hisname Content: their origin
why | like him so much the queensin asingle nest
important movies he has made allergiesto insect bites can be fatal
movie stars lead double lives the structure of their mounds

3. Paragraph topic: Good conversation skills 6. Paragraph topic: Painting apicture

Content:  maintaining good eye contact Content: choosing brushes
people like to talk about themselves selling artwork
asking questions that encourage conversation mixing paints
speaking clearly brush strokes for different effects

Now let’slook at some actual paragraphs. Each oneincludes a sentence that destroys the unity of the paragraph
becauseit isunrelated to the topic.

Unity #2
Instructions: Underline the sentence that does not belong in the paragraph.

Paragraph #1.

Like people, dogs areindividual in the way they age. Certain breeds, mixed breeds, and, in general, smaller dogs
tend to livelonger. A small dog of 20 pounds or less might not show signs of age until itis 12. A 50-pound dog
won't seem old until about 10. A Large dog beginsto show itsage at 8 or 9. Labs tend to be sweeter than most other
dogs.

Par agraph #2:

Many people have wondered why awolf howls. The fact is that howling is one method of keeping the pack together.
It strengthens the social bonds between members of the pack. Y ou might describe their howling as chatting with
each other. Occasionally, however, a chorus howl may lead to afight within the pack. Sometimesif the lowest-
ranking member joinsin the howling, he may actually be “chastised.” The older members of the pack are the

leaders, and they make the rules.

Par agraph #3:

Thelargest desert in North America covers more than 200,000 square miles. This desert, the Chihuahuan Desert, lies
south of the international border, though it extendsinto parts of New Mexico, Texas, and sections of southeastern
Arizona. Winter temperatures are cool, and summer temperatures are extremely hot. Its minimum elevation is above
1,000 feet, but the vast mgjority of this desert lies at elevations between 3,500 and 5,000 feet.

Par agraph #4:

Northern Lights result from explosions on our Sun. When solar particles are thrown into space, they travel toward
our planet with great speeds. The magnetic field of the Earth captures these particles and guides them toward the
Earth’ s two magnetic poles: the north and the south pole. The North Pole is generally very cold. The Earth’s
atmosphere stops these particles from reaching the surface. Asthe particles collide with our atmospheric gases, a
photon — alight particle - is emitted, creating bursts of moving lights across the sky.

Par agraph #5: The Louvreisone of the most renowned museums of the world. Originally, the museum was a
Palace. In 1671 Henry V1 created a Grand Gallery on the ground floor to display his collections, though it was not
accessibleto the general public. He probably enjoyed looking at his works with his many wives. Under Louis X1V
in 1747, the idea of using the palace as a“ palace of the Muses” - aMuseum - cameinto being.

Summary:
Remember that the term organization coversabroad field. You have looked at oneissue: unity
Organize your writing so that no extraneous and unrelated material creepsinto your paragraphs. Stay on
the topic. Stay unified.
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Coherence — Organizing your ideas

When you are writing a paragraph, your ideas have to flow smoothly from one to another. If you jump around
without reason, then your writing will lose coherence. Some people like to achieve coherence by organizing their
ideasin an outline before they start the actual writing . Others hate outlines. For those people, | would suggest
making alist. However it isaccomplished, you must make a decision about how your thoughts will be organized.

Y ou have several choices. Y ou can arrange them by chronological order, by spatial order, or by order of
importance. If you are discussing an event, you may want to use chronological order. If you are describing a place,
you would probably use spatial order, moving from the farthest itemsto the closest, or vice versa. If you are
discussing thoughts or reasons, you might do well to organize by order of importance, moving perhaps from the
least important idea and building to the most important.

Y ou get to choose which of these methods works best for your topic, but you absolutely have to choose one. You
have to organize your writing. Remember that one of the key words on the SAT Rubric is“Organization.”

In the following exercises we are going to work with this concept of coherence by using the different kinds of
ordering systems. We will make alist of ideas and then put them into some kind of order. Remember that making a
listislike making an outline. It is very difficult to achieve good organization without thinking about it. Thinking
about order will set you on the path toward gaining coherence in your writing and achieving organization in your
essays.

Coherence #1 (Spatial Order)

&, ] Instructions:
A 3 ANAELAS A - Planto write adescriptive paragraph about this picture.
= s o 3 i § - Makealist of the objects you would describe.
: % S0 - Arrangeyour list in some order that you can explain. For example,

you might describe items beginning at the front of the picture and
moving toward the back. Y ou can go from the back to the front, the
right to the left, the left to theright, etc.

Coherence #2 (Order of Importance)

Instructions:
Plan to write an essay about why you prefer one thing to another. (Example: One football team vs. another;
onefriend vs. another; one outfit vs. another, one car vs. another)
Make alist of your reasons.
Arrange those reasons in order of importance from least important to most important.

Coherence #3 (Chronological Order)

Instructions:
Plan to write an essay about your most exasperating evening.
Make alist of the events that happened.
Arrange the eventsin chronological order.



Now we will read some excerpts from good writing and will identify the kind of ordering system the author usesto
achieve coherence.

Coherence #4

Instructions. Read the following excerpt from Edith Wharton’ sAge of Innocence and decide what kind of ordering
system she uses to describe the scene (spatial order, order of importance, or chronological order).

No expense had been spared on the setting, which was acknowledged to be very beautiful even by people
who shared his acquaintance with the Opera houses of Paris and Vienna. The foreground, to the footlights,
was covered with emerald green cloth. In the middle distance symmetrical mounds of woolly green moss
bounded by croguet hoops formed the base of shrubs shaped like orange-trees but studded with large pink
and red roses. Gigantic pansies, considerably larger than the roses, and closely resembling the floral pen
wipers made by femal e parishioners for fashionable clergymen, sprang from the moss beneath the rose-
trees; and here and there a daisy grafted on a rose-branch flowered with a luxuriance prophetic of Mr.
Luther Burbank’ s far-off prodigies. In the centre of this enchanted garden Madame Nilsson, in white
cashmere slashed with pale blue satin, a reticule dangling from a blue girdle, and large yellow braids
carefully disposed on each side of her muslin chemisette, listened with downcast eyesto M. Capoul’s
impassioned wooing, and affected a guileless incomprehension of his designs whenever, by word or glance,
he persuasively indicated the ground floor window of the neat brick villa projecting obliquely from the
right wing.

Ordering System:

Coherence #5

Instructions: Read the following excerpt from Arthur Conan Doyle’ sA Study in Scarlet and decide what

kind of ordering system he uses to organize this paragraph (spatial order, order of importance, or
chronological order).

Inthe year 1878 | took my degree of Doctor of Medicine of the University of London, and proceeded to
Netley to go through the course prescribed for surgeonsin the Army. Having completed my studies there, |
was duly attached to the Fifth Northumberland Fusiliers as assistant surgeon. The regiment was stationed
in India at the time, and before | could join it, the second Afghan war had broken out. On landing at
Bombay, | learned that my corps had advanced through the passes, and was already deep in the enemy’s
country. | followed, however, with many other officers who were in the same situation as myself, and

succeeded in reaching Candahar in safety, where | found my regiment, and at once entered upon my new
duties.

Ordering System:

Summary:

Remember that the term organization covers abroad field. Y ou have looked at two issues: unity and coherence.
Organize your writing so that no extraneous and unrelated material creepsinto your paragraphs. Stay on
thetopic. Stay unified.

Organize your ideas so that they flow with some logical, sequential order. Arrange your ideas or the points
you make in order of importance, in spatial order, or in chronological order. Be methodical with your
presentation. Make your writing easy to understand. Make it coherent.



Trangtion — Linking and connecting ideas smoothly

Y ou have studied about transitional devicesin your English classes. Y ou have probably focused on joining one
paragraph to another with transitional words such as First, Secondly, In conclusion, etc. The point to remember is
that your reader has to go gently from one paragraph to another, and from one thought to another. Y ou haveto help
him do this through the use of transitional expressions. These words appear within the body of your paragraph as
well as at the beginning. Think of building atrain track. Thetrain isyour ideathat you want to express. Y ou build
the track so that the idea gets from one place to another easily, smoothly, and without visiting other places not on
your map. The transition words keep the reader on track. They help relate one sentence to another, one thought to
another, and one paragraph to another.

Begin to use these words intentionally in your writing to keep the reader moving along the track that you have
created. Don’t let his mind wander off. Don’t think that these transitional words are to be used only at the beginning
or at the end of paragraphs. They can also be very effective in the middle of paragraphs connecting important
sentences.

Hereisalist of some common transitions grouped according to their use:

Addition:
also, besides, furthermore, in addition, moreover, again

Consequence:
accordingly, as aresult, consequently, hence, otherwise,
so then, therefore, thus, thereupon

Summarization:

after dl, al in all, al things considered, briefly, by and large, in any case, in any event, in brief,
in conclusion, on the whole, in short, in summary, in thefinal analysis, in thelong run, to sum
up, to summarize, finally

Generalization:
asarule, asusual, for the most part, generally, generally speaking, ordinarily, usualy

Restatement:
in essence, in other words, namely, that is, that isto say, in short, in brief, to put it differently

Contrast and Comparison:
in contrast, by the same token, conversely, instead, likewise, on one hand, on the other hand, on
the contrary, rather, similarly, yet, but, however, still, nevertheless

Sequence:

at first, first of all, to begin with, in thefirst place, at the sametime, for now, for the time being,
the next step, intime, in turn, later on, meanwhile, next, then, soon, the meantime, later, while,
earlier, simultaneously, afterward, in conclusion

Diversion:
by the way, incidentally

[Hlustration:
for example, for instance, for one thing

Similarity:
likewise, similar, moreover

Direction:

here, there, over there, beyond, nearly, opposite, under, above, to the left, to theright,
in the distance
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Our First Essay

It' stimeto get started using these skillsin an actual essay. Just rememb er that when you write, you must
concentrate on how you are putting your thoughts on paper. Y ou must concentrate onvariety in sentence
structure, organization (unity, coherence, and transition), development, vocabulary, and correct grammar .
Asyou write thisfirst essay, think of these things. Remember that in competition, the important thing is not what
you say, but howyou say it!

Transition #1
Instructions: Read the following quotation from Francis Bacon's essay Revenge. Then follow the instructions of
the prompt that follows.

Certainly, in taking revenge, a man is but even with his enemy; but in passing it over, he is superior; for itis a
prince’s part to pardon. And Solomon, | am sure, saith, It is the glory of a man, to pass by an offence. That which is
past is gone, and irrevocable; and wise men have enough to do, with things present and to come; therefore they do
but trifle with themselves, that labor in past matters.

Based on the statement above, write an essay in which you support or reject Bacon’s view of revenge.
Concentrate on making use of various transition words as you write. Use these transitions between
sentences within the paragraph as well as at the beginning and end.

Transition #2

Instructions: Read the following quotation from George W. Bush’s Inaugural Address of Saturday, January 20,
2001. Then follow the instructions of the prompt that follows.

I am honored and humbled to stand here, where so many of America’sleaders have come before me, and so many
will follow. We have a place, all of us, in along story—a story we continue, but whose end we will not see. It isthe
story of a new world that became a friend and liberator of the old, a story of a slave-holding society that became a
servant of freedom, the story of a power that went into the world to protect but not possess, to defend but not to
conquer. Itisthe American story—a story of flawed and fallible people, united across the generations by grand
and enduring ideals. The grandest of these idealsis an unfolding American promise that everyone belongs, that
everyone deserves a chance, that no insignificant person was ever born. Americans are called to enact this promise
inour livesand in our laws. And though our nation has sometimes halted, and someti mes delayed, we must follow
no other course.

Based on the statement above, write an essay in which you support or reject Bush’s view of the American
promise. Concentrate on making use of various transition words as you write. Use these transitions
between sentences within the paragraph as well as at the beginning and end.

Transition #3

Instructions. Read the following quotation from Dwight D. Eisenhower’ s First Inaugural Address of Tuesday,
January 20, 1953. Then follow the instructions of the prompt that follows.

Realizing that common sense and common decency alike dictate the futility of appeasement, we shall never try to
placate an aggressor by the false and wicked bargain of trading honor for security. Americans, indeed all free men,
remember that in the final choice a soldier's pack is not so heavy a burden as a prisoner's chains.

Based on the statement above, write an essay in which you support or reject Eisenhower’s view of
defending freedom. Concentrate on making use of various transition words as you write. Use these
transitions between sentences within the paragraph as well as at the beginning and end.



Summary:
Remember that the term organization coversabroad field. You have looked at threeissues: unity, coherence, and
transition.
Organize your writing so that no extraneous and unrelated material creepsinto your paragraphs. Stay on
thetopic. Stay unified.
Organize your ideas so that they flow with somelogical, sequential order. Arrange your ideas or the points
you makein order of importance, in spatial order, or in chronological order. Be methodical with your
presentation. Make your writing easy to understand. Make it coherent.
Organize your writing so that sentences and paragraphs flow smoothly to the next. Give your writing a
fluid movement between ideas, points, and statements. Use transitions.



Answersto Organization Section

Unity #1

. how my friend handles embarrassment
. movie starslead doublelives

. peopleliketo talk about themselves

. people loveto go to the symphony

. allergiesto insect bites can be fatal

. selling artwork

O~ WNE

Unity #2
Paragraph #1. Labstend to be sweeter than most other dogs.
Paragraph #2. The older members of the pack are the leaders, and they make the rules.
Paragraph #3. Winter temperatures are cool, and summer temperatures are extremely hot.
Paragraph #4. The North Poleis generally very cold.
Paragraph #5. He probably enjoyed |ooking at his works with his many wives.

Coherence#1
Answerswill vary.

Coherence #2
Answerswill vary.

Coherence #3
Answerswill vary.

Coherence#4
spatial order

Coherence #5
chronological order

Trangtion #1
Essays must be graded individually. Look for use of transitional expressions.

Trangtion #2
Essays must be graded individually. Look for use of transitional expressions.

Trandgtion #3
Essays must be graded individually. Look for use of transitional expressions.
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Development

The next big issuein writing is “development.” There are three ways to develop a paragraph:
lig reasons,
give examples,
relate an experience.

You must memorizethislis!!

It iswise to use a combination of these methods. One of the most common faults of paragraph writing isto omit
sufficient detail to make a point effectively. Sufficient evidence must be given in order to support the main idea of
the paragraph, which is expressed by the topic sentence. Y our task isto inform, convince, and persuade your reader.
When your papers are graded, the reader will ook specifically for the manner in which you develop your ideas. He
will look for lists of reasons, for examples, and for experiences you have related in your writing. 1f those things do
not exist in abundance, your score will drop.

Remember: Y ou must develop your topic through the use of specific details: examples, reasons, and experiences.
Memorizethelist!!!

Here' saway to think of it. Every time you introduce a new ideain your writing, you must follow it with an
example, or you must give areason why the ideaisimportant (or not important), or you must tell about an
experience that you had that relates to the idea you have presented. Every time you say something, you have to
support it or develop it. Y ou cannot merely make a statement and assume that your reader will digest the
information. Y ou haveto help. Y ou do that by giving him examples, reasons, or experiences of your own.

When you are writing, focus on answering one or more of these questions: Where? When? How? What? Why?
That will help to force you to give sufficient detail.

Development #1
L ook at the following excerpt from An Essay on the Principles of Population by Thomas Malthus and identify the
method of development he uses in the paragraph: examples, reasons, experiences.

THE great and unlooked for discoveriesthat have taken place of late yearsin natural philosophy, the increasing
diffusion of general knowledge from the extension of the art of printing, the ardent and unshackled spirit of inquiry
that prevailsthroughout the | ettered and even unlettered world, the new and extraordinary lights that have been
thrown on political subjects which dazzle and astonish the understanding, and particularly that tremendous
phenomenon in the political horizon, the French Revolution, which, like a blazing comet, seems destined either to
inspirewith fresh life and vigour, or to scorch up and destroy the shrinking inhabitants of the earth, have all
concurred to lead many able men into the opinion that we wer e touching on a period big with the most important
changes, changes that would in some measure be decisive of the future fate of mankind.

Development #2
L ook at the following excerpt from the essay Five American Contributionsto Civilization by Charles William Eliot
and identify the method of development he usesin the paragraph: examples, reasons, experiences.

LOOKING back over forty centuries of history, we observe that many nations have made characteristic
contributionsto the progress of civilization, the beneficent effects of which have been permanent, although the races
that made them may have lost their national form and organization, or their relative standing among the nations of
the earth. Thus, the Hebrew race, during many centuries, made supreme contributions to religious thought; and the
Greek, during the brief climax of the race, to speculative philosophy, architecture, sculpture, and the drama. The
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Roman people devel oped military colonization, aqueducts, roads and bridges, and a great body of public law, large
parts of which still survive; and the Italians of the middle ages and the Renaissance devel oped ecclesiastical
organization and the fine arts, as tributary to the splendor of the church and to municipal luxury. England, for
several centuries, has contributed to the institutional development of representative government and public justice;
the Dutch, in the sixteenth century, made a superb struggle for free thought and free government; France, in the
eighteenth century, taught the doctrine of individual freedom and the theory of human rights; and Germany, at two
periods within the nineteenth century, fifty years apart, proved the vital force of the sentiment of nationality. | ask
you to consider with me what characteristic and durable contributions the American peopl e have been making to the
progress of civilization.

Development #3
L ook at the following excerpt from the essay Five American Contributionsto Civilization by Charles William Eliot
and identify the method he uses to devel op the paragraph: examples, reasons, experiences.

Thefirst and principal contribution to which | shall ask your attention is the advance made in the United States,
not in theory only, but in practice, toward the abandonment of war as the means of settling disputes between
nations, the substitution of discussion and arbitration, and the avoidance of armaments. If the intermittent Indian
fighting and the brief contest with the Barbary corsairs be disregarded, the United States have had only four years
and a quarter of international war in the one hundred and seven year s since the adoption of the Constitution. Within
the same period the United States have been a party to forty-seven arbitrations—being more than half of all that
have taken place in the modern world. The questions settled by these arbitrations have been just such as have
commonly caused wars, namely, questions of boundary, fisheries, damage caused by war or civil disturbances, and
injuries to commerce. Some of them were of great magnitude, the four made under the treaty of Washington (May 8,
1871) being the most important that have ever taken place. Confident in their strength, and relying on their ability to
adjust international differences, the United States have habitually maintained, by voluntary enlistment for short
terms, a standing army and a fleet which, in proportion to the population, are insignificant.

Development #4
L ook at the following excerpt from the essay Colonialismin the United States by Henry Cabot Lodge (1850) and
identify the method of development he usesin the paragraph: examples, reasons, experiences.

In the year of grace 1776, we published to the world our Declaration of Independence. Sx years later, England
assented to the separation. These are tolerably familiar facts. That we have been striving ever since to make that
independence real and complete, and that the work is not yet entirely finished, are not, perhaps, equally obvious
truisms. The hard fighting by which we severed our connection with the mother-country was in many ways the least
difficult part of the work of building up a great and independent nation. The decision of the sword may be rude, but
itispretty sureto be speedy. Armed revolution is quick. A South American, in the exercise of his constitutional
privileges, will rush into the street and declare a revolution in five minutes. A Frenchman will pull down one
government to-day, and set up another to-morrow, besides giving new names to all the principal streets of Paris
during the intervening night. We English-speaking people do not move quite so fast. We come more slowly to the
boiling point; we are not fond of violent changes, and when we make them we consume a considerabletimein the
operation. Sill, at the best, a revolution by force of armsis an affair of a few years. We broke with England in 1776,
we had won our victory in 1782, and by the year 1789 we had a new national government fairly started.
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Development #5
Prepare to write an essay on the topic given below. Decide how the paragraph can be best developed. Identify that
development in the space provided. Remember that you can, and should, use a combination of methods. Make alist

of points you would use in your essay to develop thistopic.

Topic: On choosing a bat Method of Development
Itemsin outline: (List reasons, give examples, relate experiences)
Development #6

Prepare to write an essay on the topic given below. Decide how the paragraph can be best developed. Identify that
development in the space provided. Make alist of pointsyou would usein your essay to develop thistopic.

Topic: Standards of education should beraised Method of Development
Itemsin outline: (List reasons, give examples, relate experiences)
Development #7

Prepare to write an essay on the topic given below. Decide how the paragraph can be best developed. Identify that
development in the space provided. Make alist of pointsyou would usein your essay to develop thistopic.

Topic:. Competition builds character Method of Development

Itemsin outline: (List reasons, give examples, relate experiences)
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Development #8

Prepare to write an essay in which you agree or disagree with the statement made below. Decide how the paragraph
can be best developed. Identify that development in the space provided. Make alist of pointsyou would usein your
essay to develop thistopic.

Topic: Patriotism isthe product of a government Method of Development
Itemsin outline (List reasons, give examples, relate experiences)
Development #9

Read the paragraph below taken from Theodore Roosevelt’ s essay Character and Success. List four factsused in
the development of the paragraph.

Bodily vigor isgood, and vigor of intellect is even better, but far above both is character. It istrue, of course, that
a genius may, on certain lines, do more than a brave and manly fellow who is not a genius; and so, in sports, vast
physical strength may over come weakness, even though the puny body may have in it the heart of a lion. But, in the
long run, in the great battle of life, no brilliancy of intellect, no perfection of bodily development, will count when
weighed in the balance against that assemblage of virtues, active and passive, of moral qualities, which we group
together under the name of character; and if between any two contestants, even in college sport or in college work,
the difference in character on theright side isas great as the difference of intellect or strength the other way, itis
the character side that will win.

Development #10

The main theme of the paragraph below, taken fromBooker T. Washington’s Up from Slavery: An Autobiography,
isseenin Clark Howell’ s statement “That man’s speech is the beginning of amoral revolutionin America.” List
four facts used in the development of the paragraph to support that idea.

When Professor Booker T. Washington, Principal of an industrial school for coloured peoplein Tuskegee, Ala.
stood on the platform of the Auditorium, with the sun shining over the heads of his auditorsinto his eyes, and with
hiswhole face lit up with the fi re of prophecy, Clark Howell, the successor of Henry Grady, said to me, “ That man’s
speech isthe beginning of a moral revolution in America.” Itisthefirst timethat a Negro has made a speech in the
South on any important occasion before an audience composed of white men and women. It electrified the audience,
and the response was asiif it had come from the throat of a whirlwind. Mrs. Thompson had hardly taken her seat
when all eyes were turned on a tall tawny Negro sitting in the front row of the platform. It was Professor Booker T.
Washington, President of the Tuskegee (Alabama) Normal and Industrial Institute, who must rank from thistime
forth as the foremost man of hisrace in America. Gilmore’ s Band played the “ Star-Spangled Banner,” and the
audience cheered. The tune changed to “ Dixie” and the audience roared with shrill “ hi-yis.” Again the music
changed, thistimeto “ Yankee Doodle,” and the clamour lessened. All thistime the eyes of the thousands present
looked straight at the Negro orator. A strange thing was to happen. A black man was to speak for his people, with
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none to interrupt him. As Professor Washington strode to the edge of the stage, the low, descending sun shot fiery
rays through the windows into his face. A great shout greeted him. He turned his head to avoid the blinding light,
and moved about the platform for relief. Then he turned hiswonderful countenance to the sun without a blink of the
eyelids, and began to talk.

Development #11
Read the following excerpt from Theodore Roosevelt’s An Autobiography. List four examples Roosevelt uses to
depict the honorable man.

THERE can be no nobler cause for which to work than the peace of righteousness; and high honor is due those
serene and lofty souls who with wisdom and courage, with high idealism tempered by sane facing of the actual facts
of life, have striven to bring nearer the day when armed strife between nation and nation, between class and class,
between man and man shall end throughout the world. Because all thisistrue, it isalso true that there are no men
mor e ignoble or more foolish, no men whose actions are fraught with greater possibility of mischief to their country
and to mankind, than those who exalt unrighteous peace as better than righteous war. The men who have stood
highest in our history, asin the history of all countries, are those who scorned injustice, who were incapabl e of
oppressing the weak, or of permitting their country, with their consent, to oppress the weak, but who did not hesitate
to draw the sword when to leave it undrawn meant inability to arrest triumphant wrong. All thisis so obviousthatit
ought not to be necessary to repeat it. Yet every man in active affairs, who also reads about the past, grows by bitter
experience to realize that there are plenty of men, not only among those who mean ill, but among those who mean
well, who are ready enough to praise what was done in the past, and yet are incapable of profiting by it when faced
by the needs of the present. During our generation this seems to have been peculiarly the case among the men who
have become obsessed with the idea of obtaining universal peace by some cheap patent panacea.

Development #12
Read the following excerpt from John Locke's (1632-1704), Some Thoughts Concerning Education. List four
things L ocke sees asimportant in the education of children.

Having under consideration how great the influence of company is, and how prone we are all, especially children,
to imitation, | must here take the liberty to mind parents of this one thing, viz. That he that will have his son have a
respect for himand his orders, must himself have agreat reverence for his son. Maxima debetur puerisreverentia.
You must do nothing before him, which you would not have him imitate. If any thing escape you, which you would
have pass for a fault in him, he will be sureto shelter himself under your example, and shelter himself so asthat it
will not be easy to come at him, to correct it in himthe right way. If you punish himfor what he sees you practice
yourself, he will not think that severity to proceed from kindnessin you, careful to amend a fault in him; but will be
apt to interpret it the peevishness and arbitrary imperiousness of a father, who, without any ground for it, would
deny his son the liberty and pleasures he takes himself. Or if you assume to yourself the liberty you have taken, as a
privilege belonging to riper years, to which a child must not aspire, you do but add new force to your example, and
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recommend the action the more powerfully to him. For you must always remember, that children affect to be men
earlier than isthought; and they love breeches, not for their cut or ease, but because the having themisa mark or
step towards manhood. What | say of the father’ s carriage before his children, must extend itself to all those who
have any authority over them, or for whom he would have them have any respect.
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Answersto Development Section

Development #1

list of reasons

Development #2
examples

Development #3

examples

Development #4
examples and experiences

Development #5 On choosingabat (Answerswill vary.)

Development #6  Standards of education should beraised (Answerswill vary.)

Development #7  Competition buildscharacter (Answerswill vary.)

Development #8  Patriotism isthe product of agovernment (Answerswill vary.)

Development #9  Theodore Roosevelt’s essay Character and Success (Suggested Answer s)

Develo

bodily vigor is good

vigor of intellect is even better

far above both is character

agenius may do more than abrave and manly fellow who is not agenius

vast physical strength may overcome weakness

the puny body may havein it the heart of alion.

no brilliancy of intellect, no perfection of bodily development, will count against character

if the difference in character is as great as the difference of intellect or strength, it is the character side that
will win.

pment #10  Booker T. Washington’s Up from Slavery: An Autobiography (Suggested Answers)
It was thefirst time that a Negro had made a speech in the South on any important occasion before an
audience composed of white men and women.

It electrified the audience.

Professor Booker T. Washington ranked from that time forth as the foremost man of hisracein America.
A strange thing was to happen. A black man was to speak for his people, with none to interrupt him.
As Professor Washington strode to the edge of the stage .... agreat shout greeted him.
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Development #11  Theodore Roosevelt’s An Autobiography (Suggested Answers)

Develo

He works for the peace of righteousness

With wisdom and courage, he strives to bring nearer the day when armed strife between nation and nation,
between class and class, between man and man shall end throughout the world.

He does not exalt unrighteous peace as better than righteous war.

He scornsinjustice.

He isincapable of oppressing the weak, or of permitting his country, with his consent, to oppress the weak.

He does not hesitate to draw the sword when to leave it undrawn means inability to arrest triumphant
wrong.

He realizes that there are those men who are ready enough to praise what was donein the past, and yet are
incapable of profiting by it when faced by the needs of the present.

Heis not obsessed with the idea of obtaining universal peace by some cheap patent panacea.

pment #12 John L ocke' s Some Thoughts Concer ning Education (Suggested Answers)

We are all, especially children, proneto imitation.

If you do any thing, which you would have pass for afault in him, he will be sure to shelter himself under
your example (do the same thing).

Children affect to be men earlier than is thought.

Y ou must do nothing before him, which you would not have him imitate.

If you punish him for what he sees you practice yourself, he will not think that severity to proceed from
kindnessin you.

He that will have his son have arespect for him and his orders, must himself have a great reverence for his
son.
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Essay Assignments

Essay #1
Instructions. Read the following quotation from Herbert Hoover’ sInaugural Address given Monday, March 4,
1929. Then follow theinstructions of the prompt.

Although education is primarily a responsibility of the States and local communities, and rightly so, yet the Nation
asawholeisvitally concerned in its devel opment everywhere to the highest standards and to compl ete universality.
Self-government can succeed only through an instructed electorate. Our objectiveis not simply to overcome
illiteracy. The Nation has marched far beyond that. The more complex the problems of the Nation become, the
greater isthe need for more and more advanced instruction. Moreover, as our numbersincrease and asour life
expands with science and invention, we must discover more and more leaders for every walk of life. We can not
hope to succeed in directing thisincreasingly complex civilization unless we can draw all the talent of leadership
from the whole people. One civilization after another has been wrecked upon the attempt to secure sufficient
leadership froma single group or class. If we would prevent the growth of class distinctions and would constantly
refresh our leadership with the ideal s of our people, we must draw constantly from the general mass. The full
opportunity for every boy and girl to rise through the sel ective processes of education can alone secure to us this
|eader ship.

Assignment: Based on the statement above, write an essay in which you support or reject Hoover’sview of the
need for educating the masses. Concentrate on or ganization (unity, coherence, transition), development, and
varied sentence structure.

Essay #2
Instructions: Read the following quotation from Franklin D. Roosevelt’ sFirst Inaugural Address of
Saturday, March 4, 1933. Then follow the instructions of the prompt.

Happiness lies not in the mere possession of money; it liesin the joy of achievement, in the thrill of creative effort.
Thejoy and moral stimulation of work no longer must be forgotten in the mad chase of evanescent profits. These
dark dayswill be worth all they cost usif they teach usthat our true destiny is not to be ministered unto but to
minister to ourselves and to our fellow men.

Assignment: Based on the statement above, write an essay in which you support or reject Roosevelt’s view of
happiness and achievement. Concentrate on organization (unity, coherence, transition), development, and varied
sentence structure.

Essay #3

Instructions. Read the following quotation from John F. Kennedy’ sInaugural Address of Friday, January 20,
1961. Then follow the instructions of the prompt.

In the long history of the world, only a few generations have been granted the role of defending freedomin its hour
of maximum danger. | do not shrink fromthis responsibility— welcomeit. | do not believe that any of us would
exchange places with any other people or any other generation. The energy, the faith, the devotion which we bring
to this endeavor will light our country and all who serve it—and the glow fromthat fire can truly light the
world. And so, my fellow Americans: ask not what your country can do for you—ask what you can do for your
country. My fellow citizens of the world: ask not what America will do for you, but what together we can do for the

219



freedomof man. Finally, whether you are citizens of America or citizens of the world, ask of us the same high
standar ds of strength and sacrifice which we ask of you. With a good conscience our only sure reward, with history
the final judge of our deeds, let us go forth to lead the land we love, asking His blessing and His help, but knowing
that here on earth God's work must truly be our own.

Assignment: Based on the statement above, write an essay in which you explore Kennedy’ s statement that our only
sure reward in lifeis having a good conscience about our deeds. Concentrate on or ganization (unity, coherence,
transition), development, and varied sentence structure.

Essay #4

Instructions: Read the following quotation of Publius Syrus. Then follow the instructions of the prompt.

Itisonly the ignorant who despise education.
Maxim 571.

Assignment: Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with Syrus’ position regarding education.
Support your position by providing reasons and examples from your own experience, observations, or reading.

Essay #5

Instructions: Read the following quotation of Alexander Pope. Then follow the instructions of the prompt.

Know then this truth (enough for man to know),—
“Virtue alone is happiness below.”
Essay on Man. Epistleiv. Line 309.

Assignment: Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with Pope’ s position regarding happiness.
Support your position by providing reasons and examples from your own experience, observations, or reading.

Essay #6

Instructions: Read the following quotation of Marcus Aurelius. Then follow the instructions of the prompt.

The happiness and unhappiness of the rational, social animal depends not on what he feels but on what he does; just
as hisvirtue and vice consist not in feeling but in doing.
Meditations. ix. 16.

Assignment: Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with Aurelius' position regarding the actions of
man.
Support your position by providing reasons and examples from your own experience, observations, or reading.

Essay #7

Instructions: Read the following quotation of Henrik Ibsen. Then follow the instructions of the prompt.

Only the spirit of rebellion craves for happinessin thislife. What right have we human beings to happiness?
Ghosts

Assignment: Discussthe extent to which you agree or disagree with Ibsen’ s position regarding happiness.
Support your position by providing reasons and examples from your own experience, observations, or reading.
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L essonsfor Life

One thing you must remember about your adult life. Y ou will be judged by other people according to the manner in
which you speak and write. People who speak correctly and use correct grammar are deemed to beintelligent and
educated. They are set into a class above others. People who do not speak correctly and who make grammeatical
errorsin their writing are deemed to be uneducated and unintelligent. While this assessment may not be necessarily
true, and while the judgment may be false, it nonetheless will be made.

Seeto it that your language, both written and oral, projects your true status and the capabilities of your mind!

If you have questions about grammar issues, you may want to consult some of these sites on the internet.
You learn grammar by studyingit.

LINKS
http://englishplus.com/grammar/

http://www.grammarbook.com/

http://www.iei.uiuc.edu/web.pages/grammarsafari.html

http://webster.commnet.edu/grammar/

http://adedl.org/g/h/grammar.html

http://www.brownlee.org/durk/grammar/

http://webster.commnet.edu/grammar/commas.htm
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